Chemistry News Notebook

DUE DATES: Completed News Notebooks are due at the beginning of class on each of the following dates:
1st Quarter Notebook: Due Monday, October 12, 2009

2nd Quarter Notebook: Due Monday, December 14, 2009

3rd Quarter Notebook: Due Monday, March 1, 2010

4th Quarter Notebook: Due Monday, May 3, 2010

Late Policy: If not turned in on time, only 5% will be deducted if completed before 4:00 on due date. Every day late after the due date will result in 10% deducted per day. 

REQUIREMENTS: News Notebooks are to be completed independently and outside of class. Each News Notebook will be comprised of THREE science-related articles and a student summary/reflection. For each article, students must:
· Find a current article (no more than 1 year old) related to chemistry topics

· Make sure article is at least 300 words long

· Print article from the website 

· Read article!

· Type a summary of the article (minimum of 5 sentences) and a personal reflection on the article (minimum of 5 sentences)

· Print summary/reflection 

· Combine all three articles and all three summary/reflections into a notebook format (including a cover page that includes student name, due date, and titles of the three articles)

Note: Extra Credit points will NOT be given for including additional articles, but extra credit points can be earned for outstanding creativity in the notebook’s creation.

IDEAS: The focus of the article must be related to a chemistry topic. Some topics include: chemical elements, molecules, chemical reactions, energy, chemical composition of matter, pharmaceuticals, and atmospheric gases. If you are unsure if your article meets the requirements, ask Miss Hinkhouse to review it by the Wednesday prior to the due date.
Good websites for articles:

http://www.sciencedaily.com/

http://www.sciencemag.org/

http://www.popsci.com/

http://www.sciencenews.org/

http://www.scientificamerican.com/

Note: Newspaper and printed magazine articles are also acceptable as long as all other requirements are met.


Questions/Ideas to Ponder when reflecting on an article:



How does this article relate to your life?



What questions do you still have on this topic?



Do you agree or disagree with the article? Why?



How does the article relate to what you have already learned about science?

Grading Rubric for Chemistry News Notebook

	
	Still a Goal
	On the Right Track
	Meets Expectations

	Choice of Article

6 points
	Article does not follow the stated requirements
	Article is only loosely tied to a chemistry concept

OR

Article is not current

OR

Article is less than 300 words long
	Focus of article is tightly linked to a chemistry concept

AND

Article is less than 1 year old

AND

Article is at least 300 words in length

	Summary of Article

9 points
	Student simply copied a few sentences from the article to “summarize” it

 
	Summary is well written and is at least 5 sentences long, but student did not describe the main ideas of the article
	Summary accurately describes the main idea(s) of the article in the students own words

AND

Summary is at least 5 sentences in length

	Personal Reflection

9 points
	Reflection simply summarizes the article and does not include personal thoughts or opinions
	Reflection is well-done but is too short

OR

Reflection does not relate to the main ideas of the article
	Reflection is well-written and includes personal ideas, questions, and connections between the article, science, and the real world

AND

Reflection is at least 5 sentences in length

	Format

6 points
	Guidelines for format were not followed

OR

4 or more errors are apparent in the student’s writing
	Article and summary/reflection meet all requirements, but 1-3 errors are apparent in the student’s writing
	Article and summary/reflection meet all requirements

AND

Summary/reflection are written using proper grammar and spelling


Points Earned for Article 1:
______/30

Points Earned for Article 2:
______/30

Points Earned for Article 3:
______/30

Total points earned for News Notebook: ______/90

