Riverside Community Schools has made great progress toward assisting ELL (English Language Learning) students by instituting a Lau* plan, which list the legal and necessary responsibilities for any school district in regard to ELL students as proscribed by Lau v. Nichols. Additionally, Riverside has embraced its professional and legal responsibilities by identifying what students need which language support services under this plan, as well as a recommendation by the last IA Dept. of Ed. site visit team by naming someone to assume the responsibilities of ELL (English Language Learning) coordinator.

Since Dr. Sutton approached me with and I agreed to assume the responsibilities of RCSD’s ELL coordinator in late May 2008, I have received initial training in Sheltered English Instruction, Assessment, and will continue to participate in what might be primarily AEA-based ELL professional development. Moreover, starting Fall 2008, I began classes toward a graduate endorsement offered by Wm. Penn University via the ICN and will finish in Summer 2010. Dr. Sutton and Mr. Kreman also arranged my schedule this year to include one preparation period in the morning to manage these duties prior to my regular prep for matters related to my primary responsibilities as Spanish teacher. In some cases, this would enable me to address ELL matters for two hours in the morning, rather than solely one 45-minute period.
Currently, my responsibilities include assisting AEA13&14’s ELL Coordinator, Mary Smith, Riverside administration and staff in identifying and matching students with ELL services. Further, as my primary responsibilities of Spanish teacher permit, I will assist administration and staff with ELL support needs and being an intermediary between Ms. Smith and Riverside employees. Specifically, ELL services not only include those for students beginning or continuing their education at Riverside, but also are for any who have achieved an appropriate level of proficiency, as well as to those in the process of exiting from the program. In addition, as far as my training currently enables me, I will identify and offer ELL related training for staff, such as those related to Sheltered English Instruction and language assessments. Last fall, I attended a staffing for an elementary student who needed ELL services and continue to provide text translation services to staff for professional use.
