Physical Science Syllabus

Riverside High School --- Ms. Holly Hinkhouse

Philosophy and Expectations:

Freshmen level science is designed to introduce students to the fundamentals of physical science – specifically chemistry and physics. Content will be learned through lectures and discussions, laboratory investigations and group projects. You will be required to commit yourself to working as a team member and putting forth your best effort towards acquiring the basic tools of scientific inquiry and understanding the content presented. 

How Can You Succeed in Science? 

1.  Take good notes in class, stay organized, and turn in your homework.  

2.  Come to class and be prepared (be ready for class when the bell rings!).  Attendance is essential, but when you must miss class be sure to get yourself caught up with the material.

3.  Ask questions when you do not understand something.  As a high school student, I expect you to take initiative and come ask for help when you need it.  I am available to help you both before and after school or you can call me or email me. (hhinkhouse@riverside.k12.ia.us)

4. In science class always remember the four Ps: Polite, Prompt, Prepared, and Productive.

5.  Have fun! Whether you want to be a scientist or not, you will always do better in science if you have a good attitude and enjoy yourself. 

Classroom Rules:
· Be respectful of the classroom, classmates, and the teacher

· Follow all directions the first time they are given and be in your seat and quiet by the bell

· Do your own work and stay on task

· Practice safe lab and classroom behavior (this includes sitting on chairs with all legs on the floor at all times and not touching things that do not belong to you)

· Follow all other school rules and policies

· No food or drink, except clear water

Consequences:
· Non-verbal reminder (the "dirty look", etc.) and/or Verbal reminder

· Discussion after class or during lunch

· Discussion after school (aka: detention) and parent phone call
Required Class Supplies for EVERY DAY!
· Three-ring binder with loose-leaf paper and sections for VIP (Very Important Papers), Notes, and Homework.

· Proper writing utensils

Notice that food/drink, coats, bookbags, purses, cell phones, and MP3 players are not on the class supply list. If you are sent to your locker to return one of these items you will automatically receive an unexcused tardy. 

Attendance and Presence: 

· When you must miss class, it’s your responsibility to get the assignments and materials from the date of your absence.  You are allowed one make up day for each day of the excused absence (except for long-term projects with a set deadline).  Unexcused absences will result in no credit for the work you missed or failed to turn in.
· Please do not ask me questions about your absence during classtime – I have other students who need me to focus on the present class.  You are welcome to come in the morning or schedule a time to meet with me to answer your questions, but it is your responsibility to do so.
· Classtime is a valuable resource that I strive to use wisely and I expect students to do so as well. While your presence in class will help you learn, I realize that you will occasionally need to leave the classroom. You must have your student planner and you will be given four restroom/locker passes per semester. You can earn 2 extra credit points for each unused pass at the end of the semester!
Grading (each quarter):
Homework:




15% 

Quick Quizzes:




20%

Lab Reports, Projects, and Big Quizzes:        
20% 

Exams:                                                    

45% 

95 - 100% = A

89 -   91% = B+

80 -  82% = C+

71 -  73% = D+

0 -  64% = F

92 -   94% = A-

86 -   88% = B

77 -  79% = C

68 -  70% = D




83 -   85% = B-

74 -  76% = C-

65 -  67% = D-
Homework Policy: 
I expect you to finish homework and classwork assignments on time and completely (make an attempt at everything and ask questions if you don’t understand!).  Physical science is made up of a number of concepts that build upon each other so it is extremely important for you to complete work on time and therefore I do not accept late work. However, you will have ONE excused homework pass. Homework is usually due at the beginning of class therefore I will not answer questions on assignments right before class begins. If you have questions on the assignment send me an email or ask me before school starts! 

Quick Quizzes:

To help reinforce learning, a few small quizzes are given with each chapter. These are “pop” quizzes because they are not announced ahead of time. Your lowest quiz score will be omitted from your grade each quarter. If you are absent you will receive a ZERO if a quick quiz was given -- unless you visit with Miss Hinkhouse and take the quiz the afternoon before your absence or the morning you return (between 8:05-8:25). This applies to all types of absences since your lowest score is always dropped.

Policy on Cheating:
You, the student, are expected to conduct yourself with integrity.  When you cheat, or aid in someone else cheating, you violate a trust.  If you are caught cheating, you may fail yourself from this class.  If you are not caught, you probably will not be able to sleep at night.

Classroom Atmosphere: 

You are expected to contribute to a positive learning environment by respecting the rights of other students to learn, respecting the right of the teacher to teach, and by accepting responsibility for your own learning. I believe that attitude is everything therefore you should make every attempt to leave bad moods and other issues at the door when you enter the classroom. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Parents/guardians are welcome to contact me by email (hhinkhouse@riverside.k12.ia.us) at anytime with questions about student grades or science content.  Thank you for taking an active part in your child’s science education!

We have read the above and acknowledge its content by signing below.

________________________________ 

________________________________ 

__________       

Printed Student Name



Student Signature                            

Date

________________________________ 

________________________________          
__________

Printed Parent/Guardian Name


Parent/Guardian Signature                             
Date
Chemistry Syllabus

Riverside High School --- Ms. Holly Hinkhouse

Philosophy and Expectations:

Chemistry is the science that seeks to understand the behavior of matter by studying the behavior of atoms and molecules. This will not be a spectator class! You will need to participate in all areas of the course on a daily basis in order to meet expectations. Content will be learned through lectures and discussions, laboratory investigations and group projects. You will be required to commit yourself to working as a team member and putting forth your best effort towards acquiring the basic tools of scientific inquiry and understanding the content presented. It is my sincere hope that the class will prepare you for college and that you will find chemistry to be interesting, challenging and useful.
How Can You Succeed in Chemistry? 

1.  Take good notes in class, stay organized, and turn in your homework.  

2.  Come to class and be prepared (be ready for class when the bell rings!).  Attendance is essential, but when you must miss class be sure to get yourself caught up with the material.

3.  Ask questions when you do not understand something.  As a high school student, I expect you to take initiative and come ask for help when you need it.  I am available to help you both before and after school or you can call me or email me. (hhinkhouse@riverside.k12.ia.us)

4. In science class always remember the four Ps: Polite, Prompt, Prepared, and Productive.

5.  Have fun! Whether you want to be a scientist or not, you will always do better in science if you have a good attitude and enjoy yourself. 

Classroom Rules:
· Be respectful of the classroom, classmates, and the teacher

· Follow all directions the first time they are given and be in your seat and quiet by the bell

· Do your own work and stay on task

· Practice safe lab and classroom behavior (this includes sitting on chairs with all legs on the floor at all times and not touching things that do not belong to you)

· Follow all other school rules and policies

· No food or drink, except clear water
Consequences:
· Non-verbal reminder (the "dirty look", etc.) and/or Verbal reminder

· Discussion after class or during lunch

· Discussion after school (aka: detention) and parent phone call
Required Class Supplies for EVERY DAY!
· Three-ring binder with loose-leaf paper and sections for VIP (Very Important Papers), Notes, and Homework.

· Proper writing utensils

· Scientific Calculator

· Lab Notebook
Notice that food/drink, coats, bookbags, purses, cell phones, and MP3 players are not on the class supply list. If you are sent to your locker to return one of these items you will automatically receive an unexcused tardy.  
Attendance and Presence: 

· When you must miss class, it’s your responsibility to get the assignments and materials from the date of your absence.  You are allowed one make up day for each day of the excused absence (except for long-term projects with a set deadline).  Unexcused absences will result in no credit for the work you missed or failed to turn in.
· Please do not ask me questions about your absence during classtime – I have other students who need me to focus on the present class.  You are welcome to come in the morning or schedule a time to meet with me to answer your questions, but it is your responsibility to do so.
· Classtime is a valuable resource that I strive to use wisely and I expect students to do so as well. While your presence in class will help you learn, I realize that you will occasionally need to leave the classroom. You must have your student planner and you will be given four restroom/locker passes per semester. You can earn 2 extra credit points for each unused pass at the end of the semester!
Grading (each quarter):
Homework:




10% 

Big Quizzes:




20%

Lab Reports and Projects:        


20% 

Exams:                                                    

50% 

95 - 100% = A

89 -   91% = B+

80 -  82% = C+

71 -  73% = D+

0 -  64% = F

92 -   94% = A-

86 -   88% = B

77 -  79% = C

68 -  70% = D




83 -   85% = B-

74 -  76% = C-

65 -  67% = D-
Homework Policy: 
I expect you to finish homework and classwork assignments on time and completely (make an attempt at everything and ask questions if you don’t understand!).  Chemistry is made up of a number of concepts that build upon each other so it is extremely important for you to complete work on time and therefore I do not accept late work. However, you will have ONE excused homework pass. Homework is usually due at the beginning of class therefore I will not answer questions on assignments right before class begins. If you have questions on the assignment send me an email or ask me before school starts!

Policy on Cheating:
You, the student, are expected to conduct yourself with integrity.  When you cheat, or aid in someone else cheating, you violate a trust.  If you are caught cheating, you may fail yourself from this class.  If you are not caught, you probably will not be able to sleep at night.

Classroom Atmosphere: 

You are expected to contribute to a positive learning environment by respecting the rights of other students to learn, respecting the right of the teacher to teach, and by accepting responsibility for your own learning. I believe that attitude is everything therefore you should make every attempt to leave bad moods and other issues at the door when you enter the classroom. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Parents/guardians are welcome to contact me by email (hhinkhouse@riverside.k12.ia.us) at anytime with questions about student grades or science content.  Thank you for taking an active part in your child’s science education!

We have read the above and acknowledge its content by signing below.

________________________________ 

________________________________ 

__________       

Printed Student Name



Student Signature                            

Date

________________________________ 

________________________________          
__________

Printed Parent/Guardian Name


Parent/Guardian Signature                             
Date
Advanced Chemistry Syllabus

Riverside High School --- Ms. Holly Hinkhouse

Philosophy and Expectations:

Chemistry is the science that seeks to understand the behavior of matter by studying the behavior of atoms and molecules. This will not be a spectator class! You will need to participate in all areas of the course on a daily basis in order to meet expectations. Content will be learned through lectures and discussions, laboratory investigations and group projects. It is my sincere hope that the class will prepare you for college and that you will find chemistry to be interesting, challenging and useful.
How Can You Succeed in Chemistry? 

1.  Take good notes in class and turn in your homework.  

2.  Come to class and be prepared (be ready for class when the bell rings!).  Attendance is essential, but when you must miss class be sure to get yourself caught up with the material.

3.  Ask questions when you do not understand something.  As a high school student, I expect you to take initiative and come ask for help when you need it.  I am available to help you both before and after school or you can call me or email me. (hhinkhouse@riverside.k12.ia.us)

4.  Have fun! Whether you want to be a scientist or not, you will always do better in science if you have a good attitude and enjoy yourself. 

Classroom Rules:
· Be respectful of the classroom, classmates, and the teacher

· Follow all directions the first time they are given and be in your seat and quiet by the bell

· Do your own work and stay on task

· Follow all other school rules and policies
Required Class Supplies for EVERY DAY!
· Three-ring binder with loose-leaf paper and sections for Notes, Homework, Labs

· Lab Notebook

· Proper writing utensils

· Scientific Calculator

Notice that food/drink, coats, bookbags, purses, cell phones, and MP3 players are not on the class supply list!  

Attendance: 

When you must miss class, it’s your responsibility to get the assignments and materials from the date of your absence.  You are allowed one make up day for each day of the excused absence (except for long-term projects with a set deadline).  Unexcused absences will result in no credit for the work you missed or failed to turn in.
Grading (each quarter):
Daily Work  




15% 

Lab Reports, Projects, and Quizzes:           
35%  

Exams:                                               

50%   
94 - 100% = A

88 -   90% = B+

78 -  80% = C+

68 -  70% = D+

0 -  61% = F

91 -   93% = A-

84 -   87% = B

74 -  77% = C

64 -  67% = D




81 -   83% = B-

71 -  73% = C-

61 -  63% = D-
Homework Policy: 
I expect you to finish homework and classwork assignments on time and completely. Chemistry is made up of a number of concepts that build upon each other so it is extremely important for you to complete work on time and therefore I do not accept late work. Homework is usually due at the beginning of class therefore I will not answer questions on assignments right before class begins.  

Classroom Atmosphere: 

You are expected to contribute to an orderly learning environment by respecting the rights of other students to learn, respecting the right of the teacher to teach, and by accepting responsibility for your own learning. I believe that attitude is everything therefore you should make every attempt to leave bad moods and other issues at the door when you enter the classroom. 

Parents/guardians are welcome to contact me by email at anytime with questions about class policies, grades, or science content.  Thank you for taking an active part in your child’s science education!

We have read the above and acknowledge its content by signing below.

__________________________________________          _______________________       

Student                                           



Date

__________________________________________          _______________________       

Parent/Guardian                                           


Date

