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Here are some of the highlights of the new building. 

¶ The elementary will be on the west and north sides of the building. There will be limited interaction 

with the middle school and high school students. Older students will be able to access all of their 

classrooms without coming into the elementary area. 

¶ The building will be built to accommodate three sections for kindergarten, first, and second grades if 

the number trends continue to warrant the need. This will keep the pupil/teacher ratios low. 

¶ There will be two preschool classrooms and one room for day care. 

¶ Entrances into the building require visitors to pass through the central offices before entering the 

building, thus improving security. 

¶ Three administrators will be in the building, located in the northwest corner (elementary principal), 

the commons proximity (high school principal), and the main entrance (superintendent). 

¶ Single site will allow sharing of science labs, media center, family/consumer science room, social 

studies classrooms, and any other department that requires sharing. 

¶ Commons area at the center of the building will be the eating area for our students eating in separate 

shifts. 

¶ Auditorium will seat 375 (current capacity is 240). 

¶ Gymnasium will have seating for 1200 in the main gym with lesser seating in the practice gym. A 

retractable wall will separate the two that will allow for larger events. 

¶ The building is a single story building making it fully handicapped accessible. 

¶ There will be efficient heating and air conditioning throughout the building. 

New Building Information  

Details on the locations and directions of the outdoor athletic complex are still being ironed out. 

Some of the highlights of this layout include: 

¶ Vocational Agriculture and Industrial Arts building conveniently located near the high school and 

middle school wings. The VoAg department will be able to utilize part of the property to plant and 

raise livestock on site. 

¶  Parking capacity will be 350 cars (currently 142 cars at the high school). 

¶ All fields in one location, thus eliminating the need for students to drive to practice sports or the need 

for our students to practice for track on our city streets. 

¶ A turning lane on Highway 59 will be built to allow safe entering and exiting from the school. 

Additional Improvements with the New Proposed  

Building Project 

¶ Less time traveling between buildings means more time that teachers can teach, more time that mainte-

nance and technology staff can fix problems, more time that a nurse can help students in need, and 

more time administrators can work with staff and students.  

¶ A single site for our educational complex follows the directive of a 2003 study conducted by the dis-

trict (the Ghan Study) which stated, ñRiverside is among the few districts in its enrollment category 

that operates the middle and high schools (at multiple sites). Districts this size find that it is more ef-

fective and efficient to operate . . . on one site. . .ò 

¶ Improved efficiency means money goes to make even more improvements in our educational program. 
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Riverside Performs Beautifully  

The 2011 Riverside Large Group Speech team competed at district contest on Saturday, January 22 at Glenwood High School.  Three groups 

participated in the Improvisation category.  The group of Michael Bentley, Kirsten Nelson, and Laura  Novotny earned a II or good rating.  Also 

receiving a II rating was the group of Katie Biggs and Becca Hansen.  Tara Brown and Tina Perry made up the third group.  These girls received a 

I or excellent rating.  The I rating enabled Tara and Tina to compete at state at Valley High School in West Des Moines. 

On Saturday, February 5, Tara Brown and Tina Perry competed at state Large Group Speech contest in Improvisation category.  The girls re-

ceived a II rating. 

Students have now begun to practice for the Individual Speech contests.  Students who will be competing are Michael Bentley (Spontaneous 
Speaking, Improv); Kirsten Nelson (Radio News, After-Dinner Speaking), Laura Novotny (Radio News; WIC only), Ean Johnson (Public Ad-

dress); Cody Pederson (Acting/Improv); Katie Biggs (Solo Musical Theater); Becca Hansen (Poetry, Storytelling); Tara Brown (Radio News); and 

Tina Perry (Acting/Poetry).  The first competition was WIC Speech contest on February 21 at Treynor. 

District competition was Saturday, February 26 at AHST in Avoca. 

Estimated Savings Resulting from a New Building 

Shuttle bus runs from building to building                24,000 

Energy savings                                                              21,000 

Insurance savings                                                            6,000 

Support staff savings                                                   144,000 

Other (pest control, snow removal, etc.)                         6,000 

                                                                         Total         201,000 

These savings will go a long way to providing the money we need to make instructional improvements needed for our students in the near 

future. 

Tax Rate Information 

For the current fiscal year (2010-11), Riversideôs tax rate was $11.26. Only four percent of the districts in the state had lower tax rates than 

Riverside. In our coming fiscal year (2011-12) Riversideôs tax rate will be reduced by $1.17 to $10.09. 

Town Meetings Scheduled in March 

Please plan to attend one of the following town meetings for more information on the proposed building project. Itôs your chance to ask the 

experts your questions and get the facts. 

Date   Place    Time 

Thursday, March 3 High School in Oakland  7 PM 

Tuesday, March 8 DeWitt Building in Macedonia 7 PM 

Thursday, March 10 Middle School in Carson  7 PM 
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In January the Elementary Principalõs Cabinet purchased a yearõs access to IXL.  IXL is an on -

line math program that allows students to practice math skills.  IXL features 
skills to go along with every lesson we teach and all skills are tied to Iowa 
Core Curriculum.  In my classroom, students use the net books to access IXL 
daily to practice, and enhance, their math skills.  The students enjoy receiv-
ing rewards and keeping track of how many questions they have correctly 
answered.  It is also easy for the teacher to track which areas the students 

need additional practice, and areas students have mastered, with reports 
that are easily accessible.  In addition to using it in the classroom, students 
are also able to use the program at home using their school given username 
and password (this program is also available for student use all summer 
long).  The students are enjoying the new math program, and we would like 
to say ñThank Youò to the Elementary Principalôs Cabinet for purchasing this 
for the elementary.  Parents in my classroom can find a link to IXL on my 
classroom homepage.  On my homepage I also have information on which 
IXL skills are connected to the mathematical skills we are working on each 
week.  You can also just log onto www.ixl.com  and practice several problems 
without having a log in.  

Computers Make Math Accessible At 

Home  

Special Olympic Athletes Compete At Basketball Skills Competition  
On February 8th, 2011, the Special Olympic athletes traveled to Iowa Western Community College where they com-
peted in basketball skills.  The basketball skills that they have to compete in include:  shooting from six different spots 
on the floor, passing, and dribbling the ball.  The following athletes and their results are:  Sara Carr (1st Place), Shian 
Cunningham (3rd Place), Carlie Ross (6th Place), Andrew Stump (2nd Place), Baylor Swenson (2nd Place), Chloe Hayes 
(2nd Place), and Garrison Dreyer (1st Place).  Sara Carr and Garrison Dreyer will compete at the state Special Olym-

pics competition on March 19th in Iowa City.  Good luck at State! 

To the left and right, students who 
participated in the Special Olympics 
react to their awards that they 
earned.    Pictured left are Baylor 
Swenson and Garrison Dreyer.  

Pictured right is Sara Carr. 

Miss Spiegel's Class Learns about Landforms  

As part of the earth science unit for science, students are researching different landforms.  They are looking up how the landform 

is made, how long it takes to make the landforms, materials in the landform, and what it looks like.  Students are using library 

books, Internet resources, and movie clips for the information.  Once the notes have been completed, students will put the infor-

mation into a PowerPoint presentation and build a model of their landform to teach the others in the class. 

We practiced as a class finding information on a peninsula.  We researched for two weeks, made a PowerPoint,  and then created a 

peninsula out of play-dough.  Above are some of the pictures of our different peninsulas. 

http://www.ixl.com

