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From the Desk of Dr. Suttoné 

2011-12 School Calendar  

This issue of the newsletter has the adopted 2011-12 School Calendar. I want to start by saying thanks to all who provided me input. Iõm 

sorry that all input could not be incorporated into the calendar and for the inconvenience some of our approaches cause, but we have made 

some changes that I hope will make some things better for all. 

We have moved our òlate startsó from Thursday to Wednesday next year, and, yes, we are staying with the òlate startsó again this year. 

Weõve made a few changes to allow our staff to take advantage of some in-service that will help us prepare for the computer òone-to-oneó 

initiative we intend to roll out for the high school in the 2011-12 school year. Thatõs why we have a long weekend in the first week of October. 

School will begin for the students on August 18th with a two day week. Our school year does begin before  the state fair is completely over. 

Our school year ends on May 24th, just two school days before Memorial Day. Therefore, my insurance against a bad winter is several snow 

days designated throughout the school year.  We have snow days built into January, February and March with the possibility of utilizing days 

around the Easter break if necessary. Please review the calendar when you get a chance. 

Review of the Bond Election  

The Pottawattamie County Auditors provided us with the following information regarding the bond election on April 5th. The number of 

votes cast was 1528 with 804 voting òyesó and 724 voting ònoó. Although 52.7% of the voters said òyesó to the bond issue and the new school 

plan, greater than 60% of those that vote are required to say òyesó for the bond issue to pass. I have been asked several questions regarding 

another election. If another election was to happen, the earliest it could happen would be in February, 2012. Another election would begin the 

same way the last one began, with a petition presented to the board with the appropriate number of signatures. I want to thank everyone who 

made efforts to make the campaign one that did not get personal or negative. It truly reflects well on the district as a whole. 

An Update from the High School ñMr. Gute  

On April 16th we held the Jr. ð Sr. prom at the Oakland Community Building.  The students arrived and had their pictures taken between 2:00 
P.M. and 5:00 P.M.  At 5:00 P.M., the majority of students attending prom participated in the grand march.  Mr. Conover announced each couple 
as they walked from the restroom area to the stage.  All students looked outstanding.  At the end of the grand march the king and queen were 

announced.  King ð Colin OõBrien and Queen ð Kasey Shriver 

The High Way Café catered the evening meal and the students had a choice of steak, chicken or shrimp.  The freshman class provided table ser-

vice for everyone eating and did a great job. 

After the meal, there was a hypnotist that performed a very funny show.  Around 25 students were hypnotized and they followed the hypnotistõs 
instructions for about an hour.  Most students watching appeared to really enjoy the different things the hypnotized students were doing during 

the performance. 

The students then danced for a little over an hour.  After the dance, the students loaded buses to go to a large arcade in the city.  All students 

were very well-behaved during prom and post prom activities.  We have a great group of students in the high school right now that I get to work 

with everyday.  Thank you to everyone who helped make prom a success this year. 

Winding Down the 2010 -2011 School YearñMr. Meek  
It is hard to believe that this school year is in its final few weeks!  Oh, how the time has flown!  Working in two buildings has definitely been trying and challenging, 
but getting the opportunity to get to know two very distinct and unique staffs has been a lot of fun and I have learned a lot.  As we wind down the school year, 
keep an eye on the calendar as there are many events at both the elementary and middle school for families to attend and see or hear how much the students have 

grown. 

Riverside Elementary School  

At the elementary school we are very excited about the incoming new Bulldogs that will be joining us in pre-school and kindergarten.  The new pre-school kids 
were met by some of our amazing pre-school staff and teachers in late March and had their eyes and ears checked while their families finished some paperwork.  As 
I am writing this article, we are not sure as to how the pre-school will be funded because we are waiting for the state budget to be completed to see what monies 
will be allocated to Riverside.  As soon as we know, we will be contacting families with how pre-school will be operating in the 2011-2012 school year.  In the early 
part of April, we had our annual Kindergarten Round-Up.  During our morning and afternoon sessions, students were able to play some games, color, and interact 
with each other.  One of the other fun things was taking a bus ride around Oakland, which for some was their first time.  As the students were off having fun, the 
families were meeting various staff members and listening to them speak about what to expect for next year.  There is a lot that happens, and we wanted to ease 

fears for both students and families.  Field Day is coming up soon, and we also had baby chicks in a classroom.  Itõs been pretty exciting! 

Riverside Middle School  

The spring track season is in full swing, and in talking to some of the coaches, there are the same number of practices left as there are meets.  Good luck for the 
rest of the season!  With the end of the school year approaching, we have concerts for band and choir, a dance/movie, a fun day outside and away from school, and 
other things to wrap up the school year and have some fun.  The students at RMS have worked hard this year, and for those who have continuously done so, a little 
fun once in a while is a nice reward.  A BIG thank you to the staff and students that took time from their day and cleaned up Highway 59 with our Adopt-A-
Highway program.  When the snow melts, all of the trash shows itõs ugly face and we are pleased to give up our time and energy to keep our communities clean.  
Finally, if you remember in October, we took some time and celebrated Red Ribbon Week by having contests, creating posters, having guest speakers, and then 
planting some tulips that were purchased by the Carson Business Club at the Carson sign on the Northeast side of town near the cemetery and also at a flagpole 
near the community center.  These tulips were planted with the hope of seeing them bloom in April to remind us of Alcohol Awareness month.  Many of them have 

shot up and we are waiting to see the beautiful colors they will provide us.   

As always, if you have any questions or concerns about your childõs education or something that happened at school, contact your childõs teacher or myself so we 

can work together to get the issue resolved.  Have a wonderful summer! 

Mr. Meek 
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Online Bullying Article  
The following are suggestions for parents.  There will also be warning signs for parents to look for with their children.  Please take the time to 

read these lists, as we educators do not always get reports of bullying due to fear, anxiety, etc.   

Tip 1:  For a behavior to be labeled bullying, it has to be repeated over time and intentionally designed to hurt or frighten your child.  Tip 2:  Let 
your child know that no one deserves to be bullied.  Tip 3:  Stay calm. Tip 4:  Be sensitive to the fact that your child may feel embarrassed and 
ashamed.  Tip 5:  Find out what happened, who was involved, and when and where it happened.  Keep a log!  Tip 6:  Express confidence that 
you, the adults at school, and your child will be able to find a solution.  Tip 7:  Ask your child to write down in a journal or notebook his/her 
thoughts and feelings about what happened.  Tip 8:  Explain that bullies seek to hurt and control.  Your child must not let them know they are 
hurt by their behavior.  Tip 9:  Let your child know that it is normal to feel hurt, fear, and anger.  Tip 10:  Avoid being a òfix-itó dad or mom by 
calling the bullyõs parents.  Most of the time, this action is not effective.  However, not all parents of bullies respond in a protective manner.  Tip 
11:  Donõt tell your child to retaliate.  Itõs against the rules, the retaliation frequently makes the bullying worse and more prolonged.  Additionally, 
bullies are often more powerful than their victims.  Tip 12:  Donõt tell your child to ignore the bully.  Most of the time, ignoring doesnõt work.  
Tip 13:  Teach your child to be assertive, but not aggressive.  Tip 14:  Donõt promise that you will not tell anyone.  Tip 15:  Ask for a copy of 
the districtõs anti-bullying policy.  Tip 16:  Report all physical assaults to the school and to police.  Tip 17:  Take pictures of all injuries and keep 
medical records.  Tip 18:  Be patient.  Some situations take more time than others.  Tip 19:  Involve your child in activities inside and outside of 
school.  Enjoyment in these often result in high-quality friendships.  Tip 20:  Monitor your childõs whereabouts and his/her friendships.  Tip 21:  
Watch for signs of depression and anxiety in your child.  Tip 22:  Ask an older student with good morals to mentor your child.  Tip 23:  Donõt 

give up! 

Warning signs to look for:  

Sudden decreased interest in school;  Sudden loss of interest in favorite school activities;  Sudden decrease in quality of school work;  Wants the 
parents to take them out of school;  seems happy on weekends, but unhappy, preoccupied, or tense on Sundays;  Suddenly prefers the company 
of adults;  Frequent illnesses such as headaches and stomach aches;  Sleep issues such as nightmares and insomnia;  Comes home with unex-
plained marks (on skin or clothes);  Talks about avoiding certain areas of the school or neighborhood;  Suddenly becomes moody, irritable, or 
angry and starts bullying others;  Seeks the wrong friends in the wrong places;  Talks about being sad, anxious, depressed, or having panic attacks;  

Wants to stay home at night;  Wants to stay home on weekends;  Self-mutilates;  Talks about suicide. 

We at Riverside want you to be aware of these signs and tips so that if your child ever feels bullied, you know exactly how to handle it and what to look for.  

We donõt wish this on anyone, but we know we live in an imperfect world.  Please refer to your childõs handbook for further detail.   

(taken from the website www.ascd.org)  

Registration for the 2011-2012 
school year will be Tuesday, August 
2nd from noon until 8 p.m. and 
Wednesday, August 3rd from 8 a.m. 
until noon at the middle school in 

Carson.    

Kindergarten Round Up was held on April 8, 2011, at Riverside Elemen-
tary School District.  Morning and afternoon sessions were held for the 
incoming students and their families to visit the school and the kindergar-
ten teachers.  We had several activities for the students to participate 
in while their parents completed paper work and were informed about 
school policies and procedures.   

Kids and Staff Compete in  

Eating Contests  

On Friday, March 25th, several students were 
chosen to compete in our first annual hotdog 
eating contest.  When all was said and done, 
Adam Hartman, an 8th grader, owned the compe-
tition.  Mr. Meek, the principal, was in the compe-
tition as well, but lost to two of the students.  
Also pictured, two of the staff members chose not 
to compete in the hotdog contest, but they chose 
to compete using celery.  They chose to do this as 
their healthy alternate choice to the contest.  

Pictures are on the right.   

May 15, 7:30ð Baccalaureate at Oak-

land Christian Church  

May 19, 7:00-Senior Awards Night at 

High School Auditorium  

May 22, 2:00-Senior Class Gradua-

tion at John Reed Field in Oakland  

We are beginning to schedule high school students 
for the 2011-2012 school year.  Please contact the 
high school counselorõs office if you have any ques-

tions about the scheduling! 
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National History Day Experience 

 Paige Kallsen, daughter of Josh and Callie Kallsen of Carson, has earned the right to move forward to 
ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ ƭŜǾŜƭ ƻŦ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ 5ŀȅ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ tŀƛƎŜΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ǇŀǇŜǊ ƻƴ 
the HIV/AIDs debate was selected at the Green Hills Area Education Agency western division competi-
tion on Saturday, March 26. The state competition will be held in Des Moines in early May. Paige is an 
8th grader at Riverside Middle School and was assisted in her preparation by middle school teacher Liz 
Graves.  

Also participating in the event in the youth division were 4th graders Alexis Post, Grant Sparr and Lydia 
Wede. Their entry, DŀƴŘƘƛΩǎ 5ƛǇƭƻƳŀŎȅΣ was not eligible for state level competition as a youth division 
entry, but helped prepare them for future attempts at the competition. They were assisted in their 
preparation by 4th grade teacher Joe Erickson. Both groups were assisted and sponsored by Riverside 
Talented and Gifted Coordinator Bonnie Kramer.  

National History Day, a year-long academic program for 6th to 12th grade students, is centered 
around historical research, interpretation, and creative expression. For their NHD projects, students 
become writers, filmmakers, Web designers, playwrights, and artists as they create unique contem-
porary expressions of history. The program culminates in a series of contests at the local and state 
levels ɀ ÁÎÄ ÁÎ ÁÎÎÕÁÌ ÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÃÏÍÐÅÔÉÔÉÏÎ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÎÁÔÉÏÎȭÓ ÃÁÐÉÔÁÌ ÅÁÃÈ *ÕÎÅȢ  

NHD students outperform their non-NHD peers on standardized tests in all 
topic areas, including ς reading, science and math, as well as social studies.  

NHD students are better writers, who write with a purpose and 
real voice, and marshal solid evidence to support their point of view.  

Students who participate in the program perform better on high-stakes tests, are better writers, more 
confident and capable researchers, and have a more mature perspective on current events and civic 
engagement than their peers.  

National History Day Works, is available at www.nhd.org/NHDWorks.  

Pre-School Wins Box Top 

Competition  

Mrs. Hendersonõs pre-school class won 
the February Box Top competition for 
the Elementary School.  For their prize, 
they got to dress up Mr. Meek however 
they wanted him to look.  They chose a 
leprechaun (shown above) and had a 

great time with their prize.   

Bulldogs Still In The Spirit Of Giving  
Nasty weather will not stop the Riverside students!!  On a rainy Friday some of the Riverside stu-

dents loaded the school trailer with clothing and other items bound for Mapleton. The kids worked 

hard that week collecting items to help those in need.  We would like to thank everyone who gave 

and also send a thank you to a few of the WIC schools that participated.  You never know when 

you may need to rely on the help of others.  GO BULLDOGS!!!  

7th Grade Cleans Up!  

On Wednesday, April 27th, the 7th 
graders were cleaning up their high-
way.  The ditches were right along 
Highway 59, and run a span of a 
couple of miles.  The kids really 
enjoy doing this every year because 
they know itõs the right thing to do.  
They also seem to enjoy it because 
it gives them a break from the rig-
ors of studying for a chance at bet-
tering our community.  Way to go 

7th grade! 
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May BreakfastOctober 2010 

May LunchOctober 2010 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

       

1 2 Tacos 
        Lettuce 

        Fruit 
Cooks choice 

3 Elem. Trackmeet 
Turkey Melt MSHS 
Corn-Fruit&Cookie 

Choiceï Stirfry 

4 Chicken Strips 
        Broccoli & Fruit 
Choiceï Turkey and 
cheese on pita bread 

5 Pork Gravy 
        Mashed pota-

toes 
         Fruit 

6 Tenderloin/bun 
        French fries 

         Fruit 
Cooks choice 

7 

8 9 Meatball sub 
       Green beans 

        Fruit 
Ch.-chicken fajitas 

10 Sliced Ham 
       Mashed potatoes 

        Fruit 
         Dinner roll 

11 Corn dogs 
        Fresh veggies 

         Fruit 
          Cookie 

12 Pasta w/ meat  
            Sauce 

        Lettuce & fruit 
        Garlic Bread 

13 Hamburger/ 
bun 

        Potato rounds 
         Fruit 

14 

15 16 Chicken nuggets 
  Calf. Blend veggies 

   Fruit 
Choiceï Lasagna 

17 Hot pockets 
        Fresh veggies 

         Fruit 
          Cookie 

18 Ham melts 
        Peas 

         Fruit crisp 
Chï Chicken wrap 

19 Turkey Gravy 
      Mashed potatoes 

  Fruit & dinner roll 
Ch. runza 

20 Pizza (MS & 
elem 

        Lettuce & fruit 
   Choiceï fiestada 

21 

22 23Cooks choice 
 

24 Cooks Choice 
     

      Middle school 
        Cookout 

25 Cooks choice 
Last day!!!!!! 
   Elementary 
       Cook out 

26 27 28 

29 30 31     

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

       

1 2 Breakfast Pizza 
        Fruit 
        Milk 

Choiceï Cereal 

3 Cereal 
        Biscuit 
        Juice 
        Milk 

4 French toast 
        Juice 
         Milk 

Choice-Cereal 

5 Sausage & Cheese 
     On Biscuit 

     Juice & Milk 
Choiceï Cereal 

6 Cinnamon twist 
        Juice 
         Milk 

Choice-cereal 

7 

8 9 Grilled Cheese 
        Fruit 
         Milk 

Choice-Cereal 

10 Pancakes 
        Juice 
         Milk 

Choice-Cereal 

11 Ham & Cheese 
          On Bagel 

        Juice & Milk 
Choiceï Cereal 

12 Scrambled 
eggs 

        Toast 
         Juice & milk 

13 Long John 
        Juice  
        Milk 

Choiceï Cereal 

14 

15 16 Cereal 
        1/2 Bagel 

        Fruit  
        Milk 

17 Breakfast Bites 
        Juice 
        Milk 

Choice-Cereal 

18 Fruit turnover 
        Juice 
         Milk 

Choice-Cereal 

19 Omelet 
        Muffin 

         Juice &  Milk 
Choiceï Cereal 

20 Cooks  
           Choice 

 

21 

22 23 Cooks 
           Choice 

24 Cooks 
             Choice 

25 Cooks 
             Choice 

 
LAST DAY!!!!!!!!!! 

26 27 28 

29 30 31     
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Skype Bullying Project  
Mr. Ericksonõs fourth grade class is 

writing articles about bullying.  In 

order to have material for their 

articles, they have been interview-

ing other classrooms via Skype 

using webcams.  In the pictures 

surrounding, Mr. Ericksonõs fourth 

graders are talking to Mrs. Rey-

noldsõs 7th Grade Civics class and 

her high school Psychology class.  

Everyone really enjoyed the pro-

ject! 

Art Tour  

Riverside art students were given a tour of Joyce and Jerry Mezõs Farmall Land tractor museum in Avoca, Iowa.  The students viewed the various 

farm equipment and sketched drawings for a future project.  After visiting, the students then attended the Western Iowa Conference art show.   

In January 2011 the RMS started having Students of the month. 

Paw Print to Excellent : Respect, safety, honesty, excellence, responsibility, pride. 

RMS Big Dawgs: 

January: 8th Tucker Bluml, Kennedy Lucas, 7th Max Farver, Maddie Buckingham, 6th Hadley Caniglia, Brent Pendgraft, 5th Mick Clevenger, Jamie 

Hackett 

February: 8th Bob Reynolds, Maci Pendegraft, 7th Jon Gehrmann, Skye Young, Keyton Wichman, RaeAnn Meyer, 5thDevyn Moore, Elayna Eggers 

March: 8th Sydney Raney, Michael Antunez, 7th Jonae Polinski, Will Gress, 6th Austin Hodges, Ana Andrusyshyn, 5th Britney Gordon, Jacey Kallsen. 

World Literature Project  

Underway  
  

Sophomores have begun reading Night by Elie 

Wiesel and inquiring into the historical context of 

the Holocaust. In addition to reading and re-

search these students are keeping journals and 

will be creating a discussion wall about their 

experience. They will also have the opportunity 

to wear memorial badges and post memorials for 

individual victims to their Facebook pages during 

Remembrance Week, May 1-8, 2011.  This yearõs 

theme is òJustice and Accountability in the Face of 

Genocide: What Have We Learned?ó  Students 

who are interested in learning more about the 

Holocaust and about Remembrance Week activi-

ties may go to United States Holocaust Memorial 

Museumõs website at www.ushmm.org. 

  

In January 2011 the RMS started having 

Student of the Month.  

Paw Print to Excellent : Respect, safety, hon-

esty, excellence, responsibility, pride. 

RMS Big Dawgs: 

January: 8th  Tucker Bluml, Kennedy Lucas, 7th 

Max Farver, Maddie Buckingham, 6th Hadley 

Caniglia, Brent Pendgraft, 5th Mick Clevenger, 

Jamie Hackett 

February: 8 th  Bob Reynolds, Maci Pendegraft, 7th 

Jon Gehrmann, Skye Young, Keyton Wichman, 

RaeAnn Meyer, 5thDevyn Moore, Elayna Eggers 

March: 8 th  Sydney Raney, Michael Antunez, 7th 

Jonae Polinski, Will Gress, 6th Austin Hodges, Ana 

Andrusyshyn, 5th Britney Gordon, Jacey Kallsen. 

National Honor Society Welcomes  

Newcomers  

High school students with a GPA of 3.25 or higher qualify for 
National Honor Society. Student must demonstrate scholar-
ship, service, leadership, and character. If they meet all of 
these qualifications, they are inducted into NHS. This year 
Riverside High School had 16 inductees. The ceremony was 
held on March 27th in the high school auditorium. The guest 
speaker was Mrs. Veva Larson, who spoke of how the pil-
lars of NHS follow you through your life and help to guide 
you. National Honor Society Spring 2011 Inductees: 

Seniors: Krysta Hughes, Kirsten Nelson, Sarah Simpson 

Juniors:  Danyelle Achenbach, Dani Fenn, Haley Hummel, 
Samantha Keast 

Sophomores:  Brittany Baumfalk, Katherine Bertacini, Kate-
lyn Biggs, Rachel Faga, Becca Hansen, Clay Harris, Chris-
tian Jorgensen, Ean Patrick, Ricky Williams 

https://mail.riverside.k12.ia.us/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.ushmm.org
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SPECIAL OLYMPIC ATHLETES PARTICIPATE IN TRACK AND FIELD COMPETITION  

On April 12 the Riverside Special Olympic team went to Iowa Western where they participated in the Southwest Iowa Track and Field Competi-

tion.   We had great weather for our five athletes to compete in.  Our results for the day were:  Garrison Dreyer received a 4th place ribbon in 

the softball throw and a 2nd place ribbon in the 50 meter dash; Chloe Hays received a 3rd place in the softball throw and 2nd place in the 50 meter 

dash; Baylor Swenson received a 3rd place in the softball throw and 1st in the 100 meter dash: Andrew Stump received a 1st place in the running 

long jump and 1st in the 200 meter dash: Carlie Ross received a 4th in the softball throw and 2nd in the 50 meter dash.  Andrew Stump and Baylor 

Swenson will advance to the State Special Olympic competition on May 27-28 in Ames.  Coaches are Jenny Hutchinson and Linda Wax. 

Riverside Golf News  

I would like to introduce everyone to this yearõs golf team members:  (3rd year) Anna Hildebrand, (2nd year) Christian Jorgensen, Jake Conway, 

Michael Wilson, Alex McLaughlin, (1st year) Kasey Shriver, Reagan Gaynor, Gage McClain, Eric Rock, Conner Rankin, and Fernando Martinez. 

We do not have enough girls out this year to compete as a team but after 3 meets Anna Hildebrand has finished 1st twice and  2nd once.  We 

would love to find one more young lady that would like to play golf so we could field a team this year. 

We have 8 boys out this year making competition for varsity positions interesting at times.  We have had 4 meets so far with Eric Rock finish-

ing 1st twice and Christian Jorgensen with one 2nd place finish.  As a team we are 2-2 overall and 1-1 in conference play. 

We have 3 home meets in May ð May 2 with Audubon, May 9 with East Mills, and May 10 with LoMa.  Come watch these kids play; you will 

enjoy the meet. 

Gary and Linda Wax - Coaches 

Boysõ High School Track 

Our first meet at Audubon, there werenõt any team points 
kept.  Our second meet at Treynor, we finished 5th out of 
14 teams.  Just 18 points separated 2nd through 5th place.  
Our third meet at Clarinda came down to the final race to 
determine the meet champion between Bedford and River-

side.  Our team finished second at the meet.   

Middle School Record Broken  

Taylor Frain, an 8th grader at Riverside Middle 
School, broke a middle school track record at 
the middle school track meet in Treynor!  Al-
ready owning the discus record, Taylor sought 
out one more record, the shot put record.  The 
first two throws were obvious first place win-
ners, but neither broke the school record.  
However, on her third and final attempt, Taylor 
used all of her strength and beat the shot put 
record by 1.5 inches.  The record now stands as 
30 feet, 5.5 inches.  Congratulations to Taylor 

Frain, the school is proud of you! 

Middle School Track Update  

The middle school track teams have been competing very hard this year.  Upon 
talking to the coaches, we have learned that many of the athletes are improving 
in multiple areas.  While the boys havenõt had as much success as the girls, the 
boys are showing a great amount of improvement in their relays.  They are also 
attempting every day to get their personal bests in every event.  With improve-

ment comes results!   

The girls have had several successes this year, most of which has come in the 
form of victories or top 3 finishes.  Each time they race, their mindset is always 
on beating anyone and everyone.  Not only are they competing at a high level this 
year, but Coach Bentley and Coach Plagman are really proud of the girlsõ results 

getting better each meet.   


