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Students are 
selling Blimpie 
Cards once 

again!  Find a 
local student 
and help sup-

port FCS! 

Winter Sports Preview 
Night  

When:  Tuesday, November 22nd 
Time:  6:00 Soup Supper (provided by 

  Blimpies) 

  7:00 Starts Presentations 
Where:  Dinner-Cafeteria at the High 
  School (back door will be open 
  to assist with those who need  

  easier access) 
  Presentation to follow in the  

  GYM 
Who:  Boysõ and Girlsõ Basketball,  

  Wrestling, and Dance Team 
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Caps For Kids  

On September 30th, the kids from Riverside 
Schools had a òCaps For Kidsó day.  The 
schools managed to raise $165.00 for the ef-
fort.  The cool thing about this and every other 
piece of charity work that this school does is 
that it shows just what kind of kids we really 
have at this wonderful school.  It never ceases 
to amaze the staff and the administration just 
how much the kids really pull through for 
things like this.  A big thanks to everyone who 
participated, and an even bigger thanks to 
those who helped collect the money and do 

the work ahead of time to plan for this day. 

Money For Carson Theatre  

This year, Mr. Shelangouskiõs advisory kids are 
trying to do one community effort per quarter.  
The first task that they came up with was rais-
ing money for the Dreamland Theatre.  The 
idea that they came up with was a bake sale to 

raise money for the new projector.   

They sold baked goods at a home football 
game against AHST.  That night, they were able 
to raise $175.00.  The kids had baked all of the 
goods a couple of days ahead of time, and Mr. 

Shelangouski brought all of it to the game.   

The Dreamland Theatre still needs your help.  
Any donations to the theatre would be greatly 
appreciated and a big help to our community.  
Thank you to those who have helped so far, 
and thank you to those who will continue to 

help the effort for the new projector.   

The Riverside Community 
School District would like 
to extend our best wishes 
to Collin Applegate and 

family on a speedy  

recovery for Collin.   

 

New Teacher -Mrs. Nikkel  

My name is Haley Nikkel and I am delighted 

to be the middle school art education 

teacher at Riverside. I am from Pella, Iowa 

and just graduated in May from the Univer-

sity of Northern Iowa.  

My goal with each student is to challenge 

their imagination, encourage personal ex-

pression and develop their art skills. A vari-

ety of media will be used including drawing, 

painting, printmaking, collage, sculpture and 

clay. Art history teaches the importance of 

other artists and cultures and will be incor-

porated into art lessons. School displays 

and other art exhibits will provide opportu-

nities to showcase the talents of our stu-

dents.  

I will send home notes throughout the 

school year asking for donations of different 

items like 2 liter pop bottles, cardboard, 

fabric, etc. as the time arises. I would also 

like to extend the offer to all of you that if 

you feel you have an artistic talent that you 

would like to share to please contact me! 

Also, if you have some free time and would 

be willing to help out with a certain project 

or around the classroom please let me 

know! You can reach me at hnik-

kel@riverside.k12.ia.us.  

I look forward to a creative year with your 

child! 

Congratulations to Miss Spiegel on her upcoming 
marriage in early November.  The Riverside School 
District would like to extend many years of happiness, 
love, and joy to the happy couple.  Good luck to the 

both of you!  

ñThe Staff at Riverside Community Schools  

Mrs. Bertaciniõs Kindergarten are enjoying the many books 

available to them in the classroom!  

Riverside Community School Dis-
trict is sponsoring their annual 
"Fill the Food Pantry" drive for 
our local churches.  The drive will 
run from October 26th thru No-
vember 4th.  The 2010 food drive 
was amazing!!  We collected up to 
6,000 items and $4,300 was raised 
for the churches to purchase food 
or items that they need through-
out the year. That is over 10,000 
items!!  Our communities always 
step up to help others.  Please 
send your donations to any of the 
three school buildings. Riverside 
High School - 501 Oakland Ave-
nue - Oakland, Riverside Middle 
School - 330 Pleasant Street - 
Carson, or Riverside Elementary 
School -  708 Glass Street - Oak-
land. Among the nearly 49 million 
Americans facing hunger are 
more than 16 million children.  
Five million households experienc-
ing food insecurity include at least 
one senior citizen.  Help us to 
fight this battle in our local area. 
Thank you for your continued sup-
port!!  ñRiverside Community 

School District   
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Leadership Conference, 
Riverside Middle School  
 
On Tuesday, October 18th, the River-

side Middle School Student Council 

hosted itsõ 11th Annual Leadership 

Conference.  Over 170 students from 

schools across Southwest Iowa at-

tended.  The main speaker was R5õs 

Mike Donahue.  Mikeõs message was 

to walk a mile in someone elseõs 

shoes.  In the afternoon, R5 went to 

the middle school and gave the same 

message to the RMS students.  The 

leadership students attended break-

out sessions to learn more about 

leadership skills.  These break-out 

sessions were led by Matt Wilber, 

Marci Eggers and Tami Skank, Kerri 

Weide, and Tony Kava.  The middle 

school student council would like to 

thanks everyone who helped with this 

great event! 

 

RIVERSIDE TRANSPORTATION 
When we think of school, we usually think about the teachers who touch childrenõs lives each day.  A very important person is the one who de-

livers your child to school safely each day with very little recognition. 

The Riverside transportation staff is responsible for transporting an average of 250 to 325 students a day from home to school.  There are seven 
buses that go on daily routes throughout the district averaging between 70 and 90 miles each per day.  That is between 350 and 450 miles a week 
that each of our drivers cover in all kinds of weather.  We have drivers that have driven for over 25 years, so there is plenty of knowledge and 
experience in our staff.   Our drivers are John McCowen, LaRae Morris, Donnie Hendricks, Sarah Lorenzen, Gayle Perkins, Tim White, Bernie 
Klindt and Bill Waggoner.  Substitutes we rely on are Marshall Cooper, Mike Keiser, Jerry Hoff, Dee Graham, and Linda Sargent.  In the 2010-11 

school the drivers logged over 92,000 miles on the daily routes and another 13,000 miles for sports activities and field trips. 

Transportation supervisor Don Graham schedules routes, coordinates with other staff to arrange transportation to extra-curricular activities, 
keeps buses running and inspected according to state law.  He also does maintenance on the entire fleet for both Riverside and AHST districts 

and drives a bus when needed. 

Next time you see one of the Riverside bus drivers, let them know how much we appreciate them. 

Middle School Football -End of the Year  

The end of the middle school football season has ended, 
and while the wins and losses donõt really tell the story, 
the kids made tremendous improvements over the course 
of the season.  The biggest battle we had was number of 
kids on one level, so it forced the teams to split a little in 
order to play two games a night.  Both teams finished the 
season with one win and five losses, but both teams will 
tell you that they felt like they became better football 

players.   

Middle School Basketball Starts  

Just when football ends, basketball begins.  Coach Pete Langen-
han takes over as head coach of the middle school, and Coach 
Brent Ehlers is back as the assistant coach.  They have around 
twenty kids out for basketball.  So far, the coaches have seen 
some improvement, but thereõs a long ways to go.  Coach 
Shelangouski, from the high school, had a two-day clinic with the 
boys before the middle school coaches started, and heõs excited 
to see these boys move up through the program.  While thereõs 
a lot of work to do, all coaches see bright promise for the fu-

ture. 
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Flat Stanley Update  
Since the September newsletter, Miss 

Spiegelõs class has received many Flat Stanley 

adventures from around the United 

States.  Stanley has visited Colorado, Alaska, 

Arizona, Illinois, and Missouri.  Some of the 

things Stanley has seen and learned about are 

the skyscrapers on Michigan Avenue in Chi-

cago, Illinois and how to cut sod in 

Alaska.  Stanley was even lucky enough to go 

to a Kansas City Royals baseball 

game.  Where will Stanley visit next?  Stay 

tuned to next monthõs newsletter to find 

out. 

Adventures of Flat Stanley  

When Mrs. Wilber and her husband, Bob, planned their trip to Europe, they didnõt realize they would be 

taking a celebrity along with them!  Riverside third graders have been sending Flat Stanley out into the 

world, and Wilbersõ grandson, Sammy, gave Flat Stanley the opportunity to travel along with the school 

librarian.  Stanley travelled through Sweden, Denmark, and England, where many of the Wilber family 

ancestors once lived.  Mrs. Wilberõs grandmother, Sophia, came with her parents from Sweden to Cass 

County, Iowa in 1882.  Mr. Wilberõs Danish grandfather, Hans, was born in Horsens, Denmark, and 

grew up in an orphanage there.  He came to America in 1910 in search of a better life, settling in Pot-

tawattamie County.  The Wilber ancestors came from Colchester, England, along with early American 

colonists in the mid-1600õs.  In addition to these towns, Flat Stanley had a chance to visit the capital 

cities of Stockholm, Copenhagen, and London.   He emailed messages back to the third graders, and 

Mrs. Wilberõs fifth grade library exploratory class tracked their progress across Scandinavia and England.  

Miss Spiegelõs 3rd graders and Mrs. Stottõs 5th graders enjoyed photos of Stanleyõs highlights, including: 

monuments honoring the Little Mermaid and Hans Christian Andersen in Copenhagen, Denmark; Sir 

James Barrieõs Peter Pan and Princess Dianaõs Memorial in Kensington Gardens, London; a glimpse of 

Swedenõs King, Carl XVI Gustaf, in a royal horse and carriage in Stockholm.  Flat Stanley was introduced 

to Danish students on a fieldtrip, and he was recognized in London while having his picture taken in 

Kensington Gardens -- another visitor said, òLook, thereõs Flat Stanley!ó  Flat Stanley and librarian, Mrs. 

Wilber, would be happy to share their travel experiences with other school and community groups, and 

you can follow more of Stanleyõs adventures with Miss Spiegelõs third graders. 

Breakfast Challenge  

 

The Iowa Department of Education, in collaboration 
with the Midwest Dairy Council, is kicking off the 
"Iowa School Breakfast Challenge."  This is an exciting 
challenge among Iowa schools to increase breakfast 

participation during the 2011-2012 school year.  

 As many of you know, eating breakfast supports aca-
demic achievement, child health, and wellness.   Re-
search indicates that students who eat breakfast have 
fewer absences, have fewer health issues, and have 

better grades in class. 

 With this challenge four Gold awards of $4,000 each 
and four Silver awards of $2,500 each will be awarded 
to the districts with the greatest percent increase of 

breakfast served per child enrolled. 

Breakfast is offered at each school building in the 
morning starting at 7:45 AM. The time varies in each 
building when breakfast time stops. We are looking at 
different alternatives for serving breakfast and would 
appreciate any input anyone has. New ideas are appre-

ciated.  

Help us win this Iowa Challenge by encouraging your 
child to eat breakfast. Eating breakfast is known to 

help have healthier kids and improved grades. 

Join us for Breakfast!  Itõs a win-win situation! 

Health Update  

On Sept 22 and 23, Riverside Elementary School in cooperation with Iowa I Smile regional coordinator, 
Linda Meyers RDH and Iowa Western Community Collegeõs dental assistant program, held a dental clinic 
in the elementary school library.  With parentõs permission students received a dental screening, a teeth 
cleaning, fluoride varnish, and/or dental sealants.  IWCC students were monitored by their instructor, Ms. 

Meyers, and Angie Kelley, RDH, BS.  Ms. Kelley is the President of the Iowa Dental Hygienist Association.   

Preschool and Kindergarten students were visited in their classrooms by the IWCC students where they 
had a story read to them and learned about teeth and the care of their teeth.  1st through 4th grade 

students had a chance for education on brushing and care of their teeth after they had their dental care. 

This was a very worthwhile project supplying our students with dental care that could be very expensive 

but they received it free. 

In an email to Vicki Palmer RN, Riverside School Nurse, Ms. Meyers wrote: 

òI have some numbers to pass your way from the clinic done last week. 104 children were seen, 100 
fluoride varnish treatments were applied, 64 students had their teeth polished and 462 sealants were 
applied. Using the Creighton University fee schedule $$15,872.00 worth of services were provided to 
your students. If my math serves me correctly I believe we served around 37% of your student body. That 
is awesome!!! I hope you, your staff and families felt that this was a worthwhile project and will consider 

having us back in the future. Thank you for all your help in creating a successful event.ó 

Thank you to the students, parents and staff for making this such a successful event. 
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Student Council Fundraiser 

In December, the RHS Student Council will be selling Soy 
Candles to raise money for the Karen Nelson Memorial Schol-
arship. Candles will be sold December 1 ï 16 and come in a 
reusable crock with a customized Riverside Bulldogs lid! Each 
one-pint candle (100 hour burn time) is available for $20 in the 
following fragrances: Apple Crisp, Spiced Cranberry, Vanilla 
Bean, and Cinnamon. 

These premium candles are a product of American farmers and 
skilled craftsmen. Soy wax is infused with pure beeswax and 
lead-free cotton wicks. This provides a cleaner burning, longer 
lasting candle with great fragrance!  

Our candles will be sold in one-pint Bristol Crocks that are 
reusable and oven, microwave, and dishwasher safe! With your 
order, you will receive recipes for dips, desserts, and appetizers 
that fit perfectly into the reusable crock. And, for the best part, 
the lid of the crock is engraved with ñRiverside Bulldogsò and 
our mascot! These candles will make great gifts ï especially 
for all of the Bulldog fans in your family!  

Candles will be available for you to see, smell, purchase, and 

take home between December 1 and 16 at home Basketball 

Games, Winter Concerts, and the Riverside Wrestling Invita-

tional. You may also place your order with any RHS Student 

Council Member. Please support our efforts! If you have ques-

tions or would like to place an order you can email or call 

Holly Hinkhouse (hhinkhouse@riverside.k12.ia.us  or  712-

482-6464). Visit www.AmericanSoyOrganics.com for more 

information. 

Ways to Raise Money For Riverside  

Attention Patrons!  Please save your Box Tops 
for Education labels, Campbellõs Soup Labels, 
and Our Family labels.  If you turn it into the 
Elementary, they will add up to money that your 
childõs school will be able to use for books and 
other classroom supplies.  Also, please turn 
your HyVee Receipts into any school, as that 
will raise money as well based on the money 
you spend at HyVee.  Thanks in advance for 

making our school your priority! 

On To State!  
For the second year in a row, Riversideõs Boysõ Cross-
Country team is heading to state!  This is Coach Alex 
Oliverõs first year with the team, but many of the runners 
were from a returning bunch that went to state the previ-

ous year.   

Ranked 4th as a team in state, the Bulldogs have a good 
chance to finish above that.  The runners this year won the 
Western Iowa Conference, and they also finished in first at 
the Audubon Invite.  At the rest of their meets, they fin-
ished as a team in the top five, which Coach Oliver feels 
may be an understatement of what they are really capable 
of producing.  They finished second at Districts to advance 
to state, and that was produced by a 2nd place finish for 
Cade Cleaveland, a 3rd place finish by John Gunderson, an 
8th place finish by Ean Patrick, a 24th place finish for Brady 

Ryun, and a 45th place finish for Dallas Dietz.   

We have three, top 30 ranked runners in our school at 
Riverside.  Cade Cleaveland is ranked 7th in the state, John 
Gunderson 21st, and Ean Patrick, 30th.  All of those boys 
know they can finish better than that at the meet, and their 
expectations boast higher hopes.  They will run on the 29th 
of October in Fort Dodge, so stay tuned to the website 

and the next newsletter for results! 

Administrative News  

By the Riverside Administrative Team 

Listen closely. Thatõs not the whir of rushing traffic, thatõs the 
sound of another school year racing past. Weõve already com-
pleted the first quarter. After parent/teacher conferences we will 
have a hard time referring to our new teachers as ònewó, and 
Iõm walking through department stores that are rolling out the 
Christmas decorations. At the high school we are anxiously pre-
paring for the roll out of the òlaptop for every studentó initiative. 
It looks like theyõre ahead of schedule in the preparation and 
have been working through the necessary forms and precautions 
necessary to make the program a success. At the middle school 
we just finished our annual Leadership Conference which was 
attended by nine other area schools as well as Riverside. The 
speaker was Mike Donahue from R5 Productions, and he did a 
great of job of challenging the students to òwalk a mile in some-
one elseõs shoesó. At the elementary they have been preparing 
for òRockinõ Preventionó a Red Ribbon (drug and alcohol abuse 
awareness) campaign strategy. High school and middle school 
are recognizing Red Ribbon Week as well. The high school and 
middle school students were also provided with a great motiva-
tional message from Eric Samuel Timm, thanks to Treynor State 
Bank. Amid all of these special events, day-to-day instruction 

continues as strong as ever. 

I could tell you that the school year will slow down after Christ-

mas, but donõt expect that to happen. We have concerts, com-

mittees, sports, and a variety of other programs all stuffed into 

the cornucopia of a typical educational year. Thanks for your 

continued support, and weõll see you at one of those special pro-

grams. 
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Basketball 2011 -12 

Date  G/B  Time  Level   Opponent  Site  

11/29 G 6:00 JV/Var  East Mills  Oakland 

11/29 B 6:00 JV/Var  Bedford  Bedford 

12/3 G/B 3:00 Var  Boyer Valley  Oakland 

12/6 G/B 6:00 JV/Var  Tri-Center  Tri-Center 

12/9 G/B 6:00 Var  Underwood  Underwood 

12/13 G/B 6:00 JV/Var  AHST  Oakland 

12/15 G 6:00 JV/Var  St. Albert  Oakland 

12/16 G/B 6:00 Var  Audubon  Oakland 

12/19 G/B 6:00 Var  Stanton  Stanton 

12/20 G/B 6:00 JV/Var  Missouri Valley Mo Valley 

1/3 G/B 6:00 Var  Fremont-Mills Tabor 

1/6 G/B 6:00 JV/Var  Treynor  Treynor 

1/10 G/B 6:00 Var  Griswold  Oakland 

1/13 G/B 6:00 Var  Tri-Center  Oakland 

1/14 G/B 3:00 Var  Lo-Ma  Logan 

1/17 G/B 6:00 Var  Underwood  Oakland 

1/20 G/B 6:00 Var  AHST  Avoca 

1/21 G/B 3:00 Var  Woodbine  Oakland 

1/24 G/B 6:00 JV/Var  Audubon  Audubon 

1/27 G/B 6:00 Var  Missouri Valley Oakland 

1/31 G/B 6:00 JV/Var  Griswold  Griswold 

2/3 G/B 6:00 Var  Treynor  Oakland 

2/7 B 6:00 Var  East Mills  Oakland 
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November 2011 Breakfast 

November 2011 Lunch 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 Cereal 
        Toast 
        Juice 
        Milk 

2 Breakfast Pizza 
       Fruit 
       Milk 

 
Choiceï Cereal 

3 Cinnamon 
Twist 

        Juice 
        Milk 

 
Choiceï Cereal 

4 Grilled Cheese 
        Juice 
        Milk 

 
Choiceï Cereal 

5 

6 7 Pancakes 
        Fruit 
        Milk 

 
Choiceï Cereal 

8 Egg & Cheese 
      On biscuit 

    Juice 
    Milk 

Choice-Cereal 

9 NO 
        BREAKFAST 

 
 

Late Start 

10 Cereal 
        Toast 
        Juice 
        Milk 

11 Turnover 
        Juice 
        Milk 

 
Choice-Cereal 

12 

13 14 Omelet 
        1/2 Bagel 

        Fruit 
        Milk 

Choiceï Cereal 

15 Cereal 
        Toast 
        Juice 
        Milk 

16 French toast 
        Juice 
        Milk 

 
Choiceï Cereal 

17 Ham & Cheese 
  On English muffin 

        Fruit 
        Milk 

Choiceï Cereal 

18 Donut 
        Juice 
        Milk 

 
Choiceï Cereal 

19 

20 21 Cereal 
        Toast 
        Fruit 
        Milk 

22 Breakfast Pizza 
        Juice 
        Milk 

 
Choiceï Cereal 

23 Breakfast bur-
rito 

        Juice 
         Milk 

 
Choiceï Cereal 

24     
            NO 

       SCHOOL 

25 
             NO 

         SCHOOL 

26 

27 28 Cereal 
        Toast 
        Fruit 
        Milk 

29 Long John 
        Juice 
        Milk 

 
Choice-Cereal 

30 Sausage & 
Cheese 

On English muffin 
       Juice 
       Milk 

   

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 Turkey Melts on 
WG bun 

    Carrots 
     Fruit 

Choice-Chick Stirfry 
Chicken stir fry 

2 Chicken & Noodles 
    Mashed potatoes 

    Fruit 
  Homemade   Dinner 

roll 

3 Mini Corn dogs 
    Green Beans 

     Fruit 
Choiceï Alfredo 

Primavera w/Ham 

4 Hamburger on WG 
bun 

Cheese slice-pickles 
Waffle Fries 

Cookie 
Cooks choice 

5 

6 7 Soft shelled taco 
w/lettuce, cheese, 

and 
Salsað- Corn 

Fruit 
Cooks choice 

8 Popcorn Fish 
        Peas  

        Fruit crisp 
 

Choiceï Taco Bake 
       

9Wiener Wraps 
MSHS 

Hot Dogsï Elem 
Green Beans 
Fruitï Cookie 

Late Start 

10 Chicken Strips 
  Calf. Blend veggies 

   Fruit 
 Bread & Butter 

     Sand. 

11 Mr. Rib on WG 
bun 

Potato Rounds 
Fruit 

CHï Chicken Wrap 

12 

13 14 Beef & Mac 
Casserole 

Tossed Green salad 
Fruit 

Dinner roll 

15 Ham Melt on 
WG  

           Bun 
    Baked beans or 

Fresh veggiesï Fruit 
Chï Tuna Casserole 

16 Pizza 
 Tossed green salad 

        Fruit 
        Cookie 

17 
           Soup 
               & 

          Sandwich 
 

18 Tenderloin on  
WG bun 

Curly Fries 
Fruit 

Cooks choice 

19 

20 21 Meatball sub 
        Corn 
         Fruit 

 
Cooks choice 

22Turkey Gravy 
    Mashed potatoes 
    Cranberry sauce 
  Fruitï dinner roll 
Pumpkin Dessert 

23 Chicken Nug-
gets 

         Broccoli 
          Fruit 

    Bread & butter 
     sandwich 

24 
          No 
     School 

 
Happy Thanksgiving 

25 
            No 

         School 

26 

27 28 Pizza 
        Green Beans 

        Fruit 
 

Choiceï Fiestada 
    

29 Corn dogs on stick 
  Calf. Blend Veggies 

   Fruit crisp 
 

Cooks choice 

30 Macho Nachos 
        Lettuce 

        Corn 
         Fruit 

Cooks choice 
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Special Olympic Athletes Compete in 

Bowling Competition  

Wednesday Oct 12 the Riverside Special Olympics team competed 

at the Southwest Iowa Special Olympics Bowling Competition at 

Thunderbowl in Council Bluffs.   The athletes competing were 

Garrison Dreyer, Chloe Hays, Andrew Stump and Baylor Swenson.  

Each athlete bowls two games.   The results of our competition: 

receiving a third place ribbon was Chloe Hays, Garrison Dreyer 

received a second place ribbon, Andrew Stump and Baylor 

Swenson both received 1st place ribbons.  Andrew and Baylor also 

qualified for the state competition in Des Moines on November 

19.  Coaches are Linda Wax and Jenny Hutchinson. 

Riverside All -School Talent Show  

                The òRiversideõs Got Talentó All-school talent show, will be 
held Saturday, November 12th starting at 7:00 P.M. in the High School 

Auditorium. Ticket prices are as follows: 

         Adults- $5 

        Students- $3 

                We have notable talent within the walls of our schools but 
rarely have effective opportunities to display it all. This is a fun, exciting, 
modern way of allowing our fine students to share their gifts with the 
community. A variety of acts will be performed from students of all 
three schools, Elementary, Middle and High school. Please be sure to 

come and support our students! 

High School Volleyball Team Hosts Camp  

On Saturday, October 15th, the high school volleyball team hosted a 

morning camp open to all Riverside girls interested in volleyball.  Stu-

dents from kindergarten through 8th grade were invited to participate in 

the camp.  We had over 40 girls sign up and come.  Thanks so much to 

those who participated! 


