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School and Community 

From the desk of Jamie J. Meek  

Elementary and Middle School Principal  

Riverside Middle School  

As you are reading this newsletter created by our amazing students led by Mr. Shelangouski, there will 

have been a lot that has happened at the middle school.  The football season is almost done with an away 

game on October 5th at Griswold and the final home game against Underwood on October 12th.   Make 

sure if you can go out and support the team who start at 4:15 p.m.  The volleyball team finishes up with 

Griswold on October 5th and Treynor on October 7th, both in Oakland starting at 4:15 p.m.  If you want 

to see some fast action and a lot of excitement, get out and see them set and spike their way to a vic-

tory.  We also have a student who is competing in with the High School Cross-Country team and she 

will help them complete a great season of running.  Wrestling and basketball are coming soon so make 

sure if you did not get your physical and paperwork in prior to the seasons starting! 

Since we have nearly completed the first quarter, lots of the reviewing from the previous year or class 

and are moving into lots of new material.  Hopefully you are seeing new material from your child and can 

help them through some of the struggles they may be having, if not call the teacher for help.  Donõt let 

them struggle and then get frustrated. 

Riverside Elementary School  

As we are working through the first quarter, what new things is your child coming home and telling you 

about?   New math problems to solve?  New stories that are being read in the classroom or books from 

the library?  The P.E. teacher and the fun games that they play?  Or is it the computer lab or a science 

lesson that they saw?  Whatever it is, they are being filled with new information everyday and the staff is 

there to encourage them and help them in any way that they can.  One of the things my family and I do is 

to share one good thing and one thing new that we learned at school that day.  It may be at the dinner 

table, while we are getting ready for baths or showers, or on the ride home from school.  Whatever 

time we can find where my wife or I can hear the good news of the day. 

One of the areas that I would love to see more growth at in the elementary school is volunteering by 

members of our community.  When someone volunteers it can mean a lot of different things and each 

teacher can find things that will contribute to the classroom but also fit you and your schedule or com-

fort level.  We donõt necessarily need someone who can lead a small group through a lesson or work 

with a struggling student.  Some teachers need someone who can cut out a bunch of materials to be used 

in a lesson, sort out a large number of items for the classroom, make copies for the classroom, or tear 

our pages from a workbook.  Sometimes a student just needs someone to read to, listen to, and encour-

age them to continue with their great progress.  Call the school and your childõs teacher and ask what 

you can do to help out in your own way.  I know the Principalõs Cabinet is looking for new people to 

help out with their projects. 

For both of my schools, feel free to call or email me with any questions or concerns that come up. 

For High School updates, as well as Superintendent updates, please continue on to page 2! 
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High School and Superintendent Updates  

High School -Mr. Gute  

We are off to a good start so far this year at the high school.  The students and staff are in full swing and operating like old pros.  The freshmen have ad-

justed nicely and seem to understand the expectations of being at the high school. 

We are implementing a new anti-harassment/bullying plan this year K-12.  We are really focusing on how students treat each other on a daily basis.  In 
looking at survey results from the student body in the last year, they felt that they didnõt treat each other with respect.  We need to change this behavior.  
We hope to implement and have it up and running in the three building this school year.  We will also try to do some presentations to local community 
groups, businesses and organizations about this program.  If you would like someone from the school to give a presentation, please contact me at the high 

school.  All three buildings focus in the following: 

Riverside Respect 

Harassment/Bullying is: 

Repeated behavior 
Intended to harm 

An unfair balance of power 

Physical, emotional, verbal, or cyber 

All sports teams are in full swing.  These student athletes work hard on a daily basis for their coaches, school and community.  Please go out and support 

the sport teams.  I believe various businesses in the community have the Riverside Varsity/JV sports schedules available. 

Riverside Implements New Bullying/Harassment Policy  

This year, the Riverside School District is implementing a new Bullying and Harassment program called OLWEUS (pronounced Ol-Ve-Us).  Around school, there have 

been signs hung up talking about òRiverside Respectó in hopes to promote being a model citizen.   

The four issues our Bullying/Harassment program talk about that give a brief look at what we feel Bullying or Harassment is, are:  1. Repeated Behavior, 2. Intent to Harm, 
3. Unfair Balance of Power, and 4. Physical, Emotional, Verbal, or Cyber.  We started this program to build more respect among the students, and among the studentsõ 
approach towards their community members (such as teachers, parents, etc.).  Each form of Bullying or Harassment is written up, and each set of write-ups have a conse-
quence with it.  They go in each studentõs file when they are reported, and the more serious the offense, the worse the penalty.  We encourage all community members 
to take part in stopping the Bullying and Harassment going if we see it occurring.  This will ensure that our school will build towards a positive community.  It will also 

ensure that kids will come to school feeling safe, and leave this school feeling ready to function positively in a society where negativity is an easy out.   

Property Purchased as Future School Site 

At the regular Riverside Board of Education meeting on Monday, September 20th, the board voted to purchase 68.8 acres of ground south and east of 

the Fellowship of Faith Church, on the east side of highway 59. It is the boardôs hope and intention, with the support of our three communities, to build a new 
school on the land. The amount of ground is sufficient to allow the district to have its athletic complex on the grounds as well. The offered price for the 68 acres 

(parcel numbers 754024100003 and 754024100004) was $482,000. 

Business Manager 

On October 1st, Riverside will begin to share its business manager with Griswold Community School District. After visiting with all parties involved, 

it is believed that this can be a more efficient way of handling this position, thus saving each district approximately $20,000 per year. In addition, this is one of 
the areas that allows districts to apply for the ñsharing incentive moneysò offered by the state for the next three fiscal years. This should improve Riversideôs 

savings by about $120,000 over a three year period.   

Properties 

Several things have been taking place even with all of the excitement attached with the beginning of a new school year. First, there is some talk about 

another option for the Macedonia school building. I have a meeting set up next week with our board attorney and another person with a possible interest in de-
veloping that property. I will bring back more details to the board after that meeting. My direction from the board has not, at this time, changed, however. And I 

am directing our attorney to do two things: 1) create a short term lease for the Santaôs Children organization that would require the building to be vacated by mid 

April, and 2) to prepare a resolution for the board for the demolition of the building. If the board decides not to proceed or to table the resolution at our Septem-

ber meeting, you can do so. 

Tax Rates for 2010-11 

Iôve reviewed the tax rates for the 2010-11 fiscal year. Our tax rate for this fiscal year is set at approximately $11.25. By my unofficial tally there are 

twelve school districts across the state with tax rates lower than ours. If we were to pass a $2.70 bond, that would raise the rate to $13.95, and it appears that 

there would still be 256 districts with tax rates higher than that. To put it another way, 7 out of 10 districts would still have higher rates than ours. 

High School Update 

I have a couple of updates regarding the high school. First, Iôve taken a few looks at the progress on the high school roof. The job theyôre doing ap-

pears to be a good one. During one of the visits, the foreman of the job showed me how much of the roof was simply saturated with water. I would estimate it at 

about 90%. To prove his point, he simply pushed the tip of his knife blade into the roof and water from the roof immediately poured in to fill the hole. He told 
me that we should be glad that we chose to tear the roof completely off and start from scratch. Anything less would not given us a product we would be satisfied 

with.  

More information from the Superintendent continued on page  9 (Enrollment) and page 11 (Teacher of the Year) 
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Howõs It Going New Staff? 

Mr. Zaruba, Choir  
The Riverside Community School 
District recently found a great choir 
director known as Mr. Zaruba.  Sev-
eral students asked him some ques-
tions as to how he likes teaching here 
at Riverside.  He told us that he loves 
teaching here and looks forward to 
building a wonderful choir program.  
He would also like people to know 
that they have chosen a high school 
musical, and itõs called, òYouõre A 
Good Man, Charlie Brown.ó  Mr. Za-
ruba is certainly excited and is looking 
forward to creating a good perform-
ance that will create memories now 
and lasting impressions in the commu-

nity.   

Ms. Bennett, 5th Grade  
Ms. Bennett is in her first year of teaching here 
at Riverside Middle School.  She teaches the 
5th grade along with Mrs. Stott.  She said that 
she likes teaching here at Riverside so far, and 

she really likes the students and teachers.   

To receive the job at Riverside, Ms. Bennett 
posted her information on the IAREAP web-
site.  Riverside was lucky enough to stumble 
upon her information and we are very lucky to 
have her.  Her favorite subject to teach is Sci-
ence, and she often talks about how much she 
is an advocate for saving the planet.  Although 
she wishes to stay here at Riverside, she said if 
she was able to do anything else, sheõd love to 

be a talk-show host.   

Mrs. Hogue, 1st Grade  
We talked to Mrs. Hogue about how her 
year is going in the first grade.  We also 
talked to her about how she came to find 
Riverside and some different things she 

does with her class.   

Mrs. Hogue came to Riverside in order 
to teach at a bigger school that had more 
opportunities and better technology than 
smaller schools.  She was also very ex-
cited to teach in 1st grade because that is 
where students really take off in their 

reading skills, which she loves.   

She said that her school year is off to a 
great start.  She said that they are still 
learning their daily routines as well as 

diving into new curriculum.   

One thing she is doing new this year is 
teaching kids visual phonics.  Visual phon-
ics is putting a hand-sign and written 
symbol to every sound in the English 
language.  It is similar to sign-language.  
One song that they sing to incorporate 
this new technique is, òWho Let the 
Letters Out.ó  She said the kids have a 

great time with this everyday.   

Mr. Edgerly, High School 

Math  
We asked Mr. Edgerly how his year is going so 
far, and he told us that everything is going just 
fine.  He really enjoys working here at River-
side so far because he likes teaching smaller 
class sizes as well as teaching MATH!  He also 
feels very welcomed by both staff and students, 
and he loves being able to coach football, as 

that was his sport of choice in college.   

He is looking to get his classes involved in as 
much as he can related to math.  He said he 
wouldnõt mind having guest speakers come and 
speak about something related to their topics.  
He also said that he really enjoys teaching 
more of the advanced levels of math.  Coming 
up in one of his classes, he is actually going to 
research Olympic records and make graphs to 
compare data.  He felt that would be beneficial 
to the kids because they are learning through 
research, through history, and crossing curricu-

lum is always a positive in education!   

Mrs. Plagman, 6th 

Grade  
Mrs. Plagman is in her 6th year of teach-
ing, but she is in her first year as a 6th 
grade teacher at Riverside Middle School.  
She used to teach in an elementary set-
ting.  Her husband, Todd Plagman, used to 
attend school here, so they moved back 
and she was able to get a job.  She said 
that so far, she loves teaching History as 
well as teaching the kids.  She said that she 
always knew she wanted to be a teacher 
because of her 5th grade teacher that she 
had.  According to Mrs. Plagman, that 5th 
grade teacher had a big influence on her 
decision.  All in all, we are lucky to have 
Mrs. Plagman, and we look forward to 

good results from her students.   

Mr. Stanczak, Elementary 

Counselor  
Chip Stanczak is in his first year here at Riverside.  He 
is the new Elementary School counselor.  He told us 
that the year is starting off great for him at the Elemen-
tary school, and he hopes to be able to help as many 

students that need it this year.   

Amy Smith, Kindergarten  

When we talked to new Kindergarten 
teacher Amy Smith, she said currently, her 
students are doing an excellent job.  They 
are really working hard to learn the rules of 
the school and the routines down regarding 
the school day.  She said that her kids are 
very energetic and she loves that they are 
eager to try new activities and learn new 
things.  She also told us about her previous 
teaching experiences which include student 
teaching in two different locations and also 
teaching summer school.  No matter what, 
it sounds to us like Mrs. Smith is doing a 
wonderful job teaching Kindergarten at 
Riverside Elementary School.  Good luck 

the rest of the year, Mrs. Smith! 

Miss Spiegel, 3rd Grade  

We were unable to reach and get feedback 
from Mrs. Spiegelõs 3rd grade class, but we 
would like to wish her continued progress 
in her classroom and we hope that things 

are going well for her!   



Donia Days  
On Saturday, August 29th, Macedonia held their 
annual celebration called Donia Days.  The cele-
bration was held throughout the streets of Mace-
donia.  The activities present at the event were:  
garage sales (held in several houses), a lawn mower 
pull for the children, and a parade down Main 
Street.  The parade consisted of fire trucks, clubs 
hoping for new members, and children riding their 
bicycles.  Shortly into the parade, Mrs. Carol For-
ristall sang America the Beautiful with the Cub 
Scouts at salute.  Donia Days was a perfect symbol 
of fantastic community spirit and was a guaranteed 
fun time for all!  Itõs not just for Donia residents, 
but for all who can make it!  We hope to see you 

there next year! 

Culpepper and Meriweather Circus  
On Wednesday, August 25th, one of our students went to the Culpepper and Meri-
weather Circus in Oakland, Iowa.  It was very exciting.  The show included the fol-
lowing:  Two tabby female tigers, one five-hundred pound male lion, funny clowns, 
and a woman that could hula-hoop seventeen hula-hoops at one time!  A family who 
all rode unicycles was there too, as well as a girl who could balanced on three boards 
that were balancing on a bowling ball.  The show also included acrobats and pigeons 

that were very entertaining.   

The act that seemed to get the most feedback was the old lady and the gorilla.  They 
had the elderly lady walk through the crowd and a pretend gorilla came up and took 
her purse.  He then tried on her really big bloomers and put on some baby powder.  
What a show!  The circus was certainly a great time and it raised a ton of money for 

the Oakland Pool, which is always a good thing! 

Additions to Carsonõs Park 
We talked to a Park Board member on the upcom-
ing designs and hopes for the new park.  They told 
us that they are planning to add another soccer 
field, a newer baseball field, a walking trail, and a 

bridge across the river.   

The fundraisers they have done so far are an ice 
cream social and lunch during Carson Jubilee.  They 
havenõt raised enough money yet to do all of the 
things needed, but they know it will take several 
years to get everything done.  If you want to donate 
money to the park, you can send your donation to 
Carson City Hall.  Thank you to Richelle Alff for 
supplying us with all of the details towards a new 

park in Carson, Iowa.   

Oakland Community Pool News  
Recently, a student at Riverside Middle School interviewed Angela Miller, 
manager of the Oakland Pool.  For those that donõt know, this summer 
was the first summer in a couple of years that the Oakland Pool was up 
and running.  We asked a series of questions to see how this summer 
played out.  According to Mrs. Miller, the summer was mostly a success.  
She feels that there are always improvements that could be made.  Some 
improvements include re-doing the bathhouse, getting some chairs and 
umbrellas for customers, and many, many more.  When asked about a 
high-dive or a slide, Mrs. Miller replied that the city would like to get a 
slide and another splash area in the next few years.  All of these renova-

tions, of course, need money and support from all communities.   

In terms of how the summer went as far as employment and structure, 
Mrs. Miller said that all she expected was that the lifeguards watch, save 
lives, and set good examples.  She said when it dealt with safety, there 
was never enough precautions that could have been taken.  All she 

wanted was the pool to be successful and to be fun for all ages.   

Weõd like to thank Mrs. Miller for allowing us to interview her about the 
Oakland Community Pool.  Hopefully, we can expect more renovations, 

more community help, and more fun in the sun! 

5th Graders Pick 
Up Middle School 

Courtyard  
Mrs. Stottõs 5th grade class re-
cently cleaned up the Middle 
Schoolõs courtyard.  They raked 
up the leaves, picked up sticks, 
and made it look very nice.  
WAY TO GO 5th GRADERS!  
We appreciate your thoughtful-
ness on doing something that 

benefits our school. 

Pumpkin Painting  
On Wednesday, October 13th, Oaklandõs 
Farmerõs Market will have a pumpkin painting 
activity that anyone is welcome to do.  It will be 
located where the Farmerõs Market is usually 
held.  It will be held from 3 pm until 6 pm.  
Prices will vary depending on size of the pump-
kin, but rest assured, it will be a fun time!  Donõt 

miss out on this extraordinary event!   

The Kindergarten classes have completed a math unit 
on sorting.  Students have learned that there are many 
different ways to sort, or group, objects including by 
size, shape, and color.  Kindergarten classes practiced 
sorting using eye color and completing a classroom 
graph. 

Riverside After -Prom  

The Riverside After Prom will be hosting a "Theme Brunch" at 
the Oakland Community Building on November 6 at 10 AM.  If 
you are interested in doing a theme table or have questions 
please contact Melissa Lewis (402)290-8061 or Tammy Forres-
ter 482-3633.  We are hoping for a good turn out and if you are 
asked to sit at a table please say yes! 

2011 Prom Fundraiser  

The Junior class at Riverside will be starting a fundraising event in 
November. They need to raise money for the 2011 Prom and still 
have enough money for the Senior class composite and their 
graduation.  If a Junior calls or asks you, please be willing to help 
them out.  It is still to be determined as to what they will be selling, 
possibly "Puffins" -little fruit filled pastries.  These have went over 
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After Jim Carrick passed away, his family wanted to do something in his honor.  Since he was an 
athletic man, they decided to do a scholarship walk or run.  If you walked, you walked two miles.  
If you ran, you ran four miles.  The event was held on September 5th at 8:00 in the morning.  Be-
cause Jim and his family was and always will be avid Cyclone fans, the shirts for the event were 

red and yellow.   

The run turned out very well.  They had a ton of donations and 197 people participated!  In this 
particular run, the immediate family did not run, but in the future, they hope to run.  We asked 
Joni Gordon, one of Jimõs daughters, if there were more students than adults, and she responded, 
òThere were far more adults and a lot of strollers!ó  Joni and family plan to make this a yearly 
thing.  If you are interested in being a part of this wonderful event next year, please let the family 

know or please keep your eye out for next yearõs event! 

8th Grader and Principal òGo Greenó 
Cheyenne Bailey, an 8th grader, and Mr. Meek, the new Elementary and 
Middle School principal have decided to take on a project for the school 
and GO GREEN.  They are working together on helping the school, as a 
whole, go green.  They have made a list of things on how we are going to 
get our school more green.  The list includes (but is not limited to) con-
tests for the whole school, planting trees and flowers around the commu-
nity, and much more.  They are also hoping the school will get involved 
and help as well as the community.  Both, as well as other individuals from 
the school are committed to helping the school become a better contribu-
tor to making the planet (and even our towns) clean and healthy.  Both 
have said that this will be a lot of fun to take on the project, and they 
hope to watch it grow over the years.  Their messageé òStay GREEN and 

make a difference!ó 

Kyraõs Column 

How to be a good neighbor: 

¶ Mow your lawn nice and neat. 

¶ Ask if theyõre in need of help. 

¶ Leave your dog on a leash. 

¶ When your neighbor is gone, check up on their 

house. 

¶ Bring them their morning paper. 

¶ Invite them over for dinner. 

_________________________________ 

How to be a bad neighbor: 

¶ Turn your TV all the way up at 3:00 in the 

morning. 

¶ Let your dog go to the bathroom in your 

neighborõs yard.  

¶ Donõt pick up your leftover grass from mowing. 

¶ Put your garbage in their garbage cans. 

¶ Play your instruments loudly. 

¶ Sing in the loudest voice of your life. 

 

End Result:  Be the GOOD neighbor of your 

community!  

Test Date  Registra-

tion  Deadline  

(Late Fee Re-

quired)  

September 11, 2010 August 6, 2010 August 7 ï 20, 2010 

October 23, 2010 September 17, 2010 September 18 ï Octo-

ber 1, 2010 

December 11, 2010 November 5, 2010 November 6 ï 19, 2010 

February 12, 2011 January 7, 2011 January 8 ï 21, 2011 

April 9, 2011 March 4, 2011 March 5 ï 18, 2011 

June 11, 2011 May 6, 2011 May 7 ï 20, 2011 

IWCC will be sponsoring a student preparation class for the 

ACT on Saturday, October 16, 2010, 9:0-2:30 pm in Looft Hall 

Room 23.  Cost is $49.00.  You must register ahead of time to 

attend.  To register call: 325-3210 or 325-3255.  Register soon 

as the class tends to fill up quickly. 

On Tuesday, September 28th roughly 70 Riverside Juniors and Seniors attended 

the College Fair at the Atlantic High School.  This was the first time that many of 

the Juniors have had a chance to meet with college representatives.  Each of the 

students were given  a list of the most commonly asked questions that students 

ask the representatives.  Many of the colleges will be having the representatives 

visit Riverside on an individual basis.  Students, please check the calendars posted 

in the hallways for the schools that impressed you the most at the fair so that you 

can sit down with them for a formal meeting. 

Technology News  

Check out the school web page at www.riversideschools.org.  Also, sign up for parent online access!  

Contact your childõs school secretary for details! 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 
              NO 

        SCHOOL 

2 

3 4 
            NO 

      SCHOOL 

5 Pizza 
        Green Beans 

        Fruit 

6 Ham Melt 
        Fresh veggies 

         Fruit Crisp 
Cooks Choice 

7 Chicken Nug-
gets 

        Mashed Potatoes 
         Fruit 

Bread & Butter Sand 

8 Hamburger 
        French Fries 

        Fruit 
Cooks Choice 

9 

10 11 Walking Tacos 
        Lettuce& Fruit 
         Fresh Veggies 

Cooks choice 
         

12 Sub Sandwich 
   Calf Blend veggies 

   Fruit 
Choiceï Taco Bake 

13 Corn Dogs 
        Peas 
        Fruit 

Ch-Chicken stir fry 

14Chicken&Noodles 
  Mashed Potatoes 

  Fruit 
  Dinner roll 

15 Chicken  Sand 
        Corn   
        Fruit 

        Cookie 

16 

17 18 Hot dog 
       Mac & Cheese 

       Fruit 
C-Chicken sal. sand 

19 Breakfast                   
             For 
        Lunch 

20 Chicken strips 
        Green Beans 

         Fruit 
Ch. Pizzaburger 

          

21 Turkey Gravy 
     Mashed potatoes 

     Fruit 
     Dinner roll 

22 Mr. Rib 
   Potato Rounds 

   Fruit 
   Chocolate cake 

23 

24 25 Sloppy Joe 
        Corn 
         Fruit 

Cooks choice 

26 Pizza 
        Lettuce 
         Fruit 

Cooks choice 

27 Spaghetti 
        Lettuce 

   Garlic bread 
         Fruit 

28 Chicken drummies 
      Broccoli/cheese 

      Fruit 
      muffin 

29 Tenderloin/bun 
  Sweet potato fries 

        Fruit 
        cookie 

30 

31       

October LunchOctober 2010 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 
            NO 

     SCHOOL 

2 

3 4   
         NO 

    SCHOOL 

5 Grilled Cheese 
        Fruit 
        Milk 

Choiceï Cereal 

6 Breakfast Bites 
    Juice 
    Milk 

Choice-Cereal 

7 Sausage & Cheese 
          On 

   English muffin 
   Juice 

  

8 Donut 
        Juice 
        Milk 

Choiceï Cereal 

9 

10 11 Cheese Omelet 
        Toast 

        Fruitï Milk 
Choice-Cereal 

12 Breakfast Pizza 
        Juice 
        Milk 

Choiceï Cereal 

13 Cereal 
        Toast 
        Juice 
         Milk 

14 French Toast 
        Juice 
        Milk 

Choiceï Cereal 

15 Long John 
        Juice 
        Milk 

Choiceï Cereal 

16 

17 18 Cereal 
      1/2 Bagel 

       Fruit 
       Milk 

19 Fruit Turnover 
        Juice 
        Milk 

Choiceï Cereal 

20 Sausage Gravy 
     On Biscuit 

      Juice  & milk 
Choiceï Cereal 

21 
          NO 

  BREAKFAST 
Late Start 

22 Cinnamon twists 
        Juice 
        Milk 

Choiceï Cereal 

23 

24 25 Egg & Cheese 
        On Biscuit 
        Fruit & milk 
Choiceï Cereal 

26 Donut 
        Juice 
        Milk 

Choiceï Cereal 

27 Grilled Cheese 
         Juice 
         Milk 

Choiceï Cereal 

28 Pancakes 
        Juice 
        Milk 

Choiceï Cereal 

29 Cereal 
        Muffin 
         Juice 
         Milk 

30 

31       

 October BreakfastOctober 2010 
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Riverside Junior High 

Soccer 
The Riverside Junior High soccer season 
has started again.  The coaches are John 
and Justin Cody who are the coaches of 
the 5th and 6th grade groups as well as 
the 7th and 8th grade groups that play in 
Carson.  We interviewed Justin on what 
he thinks about the new season.  He 
thinks the kids will have a good year and 
looks forward to watching the kids play 
and try their best all throughout the year.  
He also says that we will have to watch 
out for Atlantic because they will be a 
tough opponent as always.  Good luck to 
the Riverside Soccer teams in all grades, 

and we hope they will have a great year! 

RIVERSIDE PRIDE 
We, as students, would like to see more audience members showing up at our sporting events.  Statis-
tics show that more people in the audience boosts morale of the athletes.  Therefore, the athletes will 
play better!  One student said in an interview that seeing extra people in the stands helps boost their 
confidence no matter if they are cheering for other players or not.  It is always appreciated to see 
members of the community that do not have kids playing in the sports quite yet.  It is also good to see 
members of the community who have already had their kids go through the school system come back 
and support the sports and activities of todayõs youth at Riverside.  We also feel that it would make us 
look better as a program or team if we had crowds that could compete with the numbers of other 
crowds, no matter if itõs a home game or an away game.   Keep in touch with the school system so 
that we can have success in our sports and activities for years to come!  We look forward to seeing 

you there! 

Junior High Football Kicks Off  
The 7th and 8th grade football teams have started their season in hopes that it 
will be a great year.  We interviewed the head coach, Mr. Shelangouski after the 
first day of practice.  We asked how excited he was for this season.  òYes, I am 
always excited for a new season because with a new season comes new expecta-
tions and new goals that kids can attempt to reach.ó  We also asked him what 
heõs looking forward to most about the upcoming season.  òI am looking forward 
to teaching the kids new techniques, how to hit, and we hope to start winning 
attitudes towards building a program.  It doesnõt always equal wins, but it equals 
getting better in order to get to that elite level.ó  When asked about coaching in 
general, Coach Shelangouski responded, òItõs always great to see the efforts of 
the coaches come through the efforts of the players they have coached.ó  We 
certainly hope for a successful season in middle school football, not only in wins, 

but in getting better for the future.   

Middle School Student Com-

petes in Cross Country  
Kennedy Lucas, an 8th grader, is competing at the 
high school cross country events.  She runs with 
other middle school athletes that compete for their 
schools, but she practices with the high school ath-
letes.  Recently, sheõs taken 2nd place at an event, as 
well as 12th place in another event.  Good luck the 

rest of the year to our middle school competitor! 

Riversideõs 8th Grade Gymnast 
Sydney Raney, an 8th grader at Riverside Middle School, 
competes in gymnastics at the Artistic Academy in Council 
Bluffs, Iowa.  At age 5, she started tumbling which is a little 
bit different than gymnastics.  She did that for about 5 years, 
and then at age 10, she started to compete in gymnastics.  òI 
started in tumbling and gymnastics after my mom suggested 
it to me,ó said Raney.  She participates in four events:  vault, 
floor, beam, and bars.  The one she enjoys most is floor.  
She has competed in around 20 events since she started.  
She hopes to do gymnastics for a long time from now and 
win a lot more competitions.  Good luck to Sydney in any 
upcoming events, and good luck in the rest of her gymnastics 

career.   

Riverside Middle School Volleyball  
We recently talked to Riverside Middle School Volleyball Coach Liz Graves 
about the season this year.  She said that so far, itõs going well, but there 
are definitely areas to improve on everyday.  Two big ones are communica-
tion and working together.  She said that despite those two things, the girls 
are in the best shape theyõve probably ever been in.  When asked to de-
scribe volleyball in one word, she told us that one word is hard to describe 
it, but if she had to pick one, itõd be teamwork.  She said thatõs part of why 
she loves coaching these girls.  She loves seeing them improve and have fun, 
and when that happens, they are being competitive at the same time.  

Coach Graves couldnõt ask for much more!  Good luck girls! 
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We recently interviewed High School Football Head Coach Burke Swenson about this yearõs football season.  He said that there are 35 kids 
out for football in high school this year.  They have 9 games during the regular season and based on their record at the end, they may have a 
chance for playoffs if they win enough games.  We asked the coach what he likes most about coaching football at Riverside, and he said, òWe 
have extremely hard-working kids which makes going to practices and work-outs fun to coach!  I have grown extremely close to the boys 
and look forward to life-long friendships with them!ó  They have high expectations for the season, and although theyõve had a rough start, 

Coach Swenson and the rest of the staff remain optimistic that all of the summer work-outs will pay off in the end.   

One thing that Coach Swenson was pleasantly surprised about was the incoming freshmen.  He said that they have learned quickly how 
much harder High School football is and how much more work it takes.  He said they are a well-bonded group whoõs individual talents 

should mesh well together as a TEAM.  They have shown Coach Swenson that they are more than willing to be coached and be helped.   

One thingõs for sure...TEAM attitudes are being built here at Riverside.  That kind of skill can and will be used for the rest of their lives.  
With expectations come goals that can be reached.  Their goal:  To make play-offs and contend for the Class A District 8 title.  Could it 

happen?  Thereõs only one way to see, and thatõs going to the games!  We hope to see you there!   Good luck on the rest of the season! 

Cross-Country Starts Off  With A Bang  
We recently caught up with Coach Haarhues-Casey, the coach of the 
Riverside High School Cross-Country team and teacher about the sea-
son.  She said that she expects a lot of improvement with the numbers 
she has been blessed with this year.  With only 6 returning from last 
year, she expects that the newcomers are going to find out what cross-
country is all about! She has been very impressed so far with the way the 
season is going, and she is impressed with how the times keep improving.  
Coach Haarhues really stressed that she wants the runners on proper 
diets, having plenty of fluids, and getting plenty of sleep in order to stay 

healthy.   

On personal notes, Coach Haarhues-Casey really enjoys coaching at 
Riverside.  She likes to push the athletes to their potential and get them 
to become better than they could have imagined.  She loves being able to 
get the kids to get the most out of their athletic experiences in high 

school!   

Volleyball Season Begins  
We recently talked to new Head Volleyball Coach 
Mandie Reynolds (previously Vetter) to talk to her about 
the volleyball season thus far.  She believes her players 
have what it takes to win.  They have the drive and de-
sire.  The only thing they lack is experience with some of 
the depth that they have.  She said that their goals this 
year are to finish above .500, and also to finish in the top 
half of the conference.  She said every year they hope to 
get better, whether that be creating more offensive sets 
or getting more improvement as far as where they finish 
in the conference.  She said that she loves coaching at 
Riverside and hopes that she can bring a winning attitude 
to these girls because she really believes they have the 
talent to win some games this year.  One more thing that 
she wanted to add, which should be the thought across 
the communities is...GO BULLDOGS!  Thanks Mrs. Rey-
nolds for keeping us up to speed with volleyball.  Good 

luck! 

Photo taken by Mary Stempel 
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Homecoming ñWhere True School Spirit Is Tested  

Many think of Homecoming as a true test of school spirit.  Some view 
it as just another year of parades, a dance, and a football game.  How-
ever you view it, you should know one thing:  kids look forward to it!  
To start things off, this yearõs Homecoming court are pictured to the 
left.  The King and Queen this year were Tanner Todd and Laura 
Novotny.  The other members of the Homecoming Court were 
(from left to right) Gage McClain, Taylor Schoening, Jessica Joy, Alex 

Gleaves, Lacie Ford, and Quinton Forrester.   

Setting up for this big week is usually a tall task.  All that were in-
volved are greatly appreciated, and all those that participated looked 
wonderful.  The parade, as always, was full of colorful floats and char-
acters, as well as other members of the community.  This yearõs float 
awards go to:  7th grade for Best in Show.  The Elementary awards 
go to 3rd grade (First Place), Kindergarten (Second Place), and Pre-
School and RCC (Third Place).  In the Middle School, First Place went 
to the 7th grade followed by the 8th grade (Second Place), and 5th 
grade (Third Place).  For the High School, the Seniors took First 
Place followed by the Freshman (Second Place), and Third Place going 
to the Sophomores.  Once again, everyoneõs looked terrific, but 

there were some that stood above the rest!   

Again, no matter how you view Homecoming, it is definitely a true 
test of school spirit.  Whether itõs the parade, the dance, or the foot-
ball game, itõs always fun to see just how much school spirit is shown 
during the week.  If thereõs one thing that can be said, pride in your 
school should never fall short.  Come support your local youth to-

day! 

FALL SPORTS BANQUET  
The Fall Sports Banquet will be on Sunday, November 
14th at 6:00 p.m. at the Oakland Community Building.  
The After Prom Committee will once again provide the 
food for this event.  The fall sports: football, cheerlead-
ing, cross country, and volleyball teams will be recog-
nized. The featured food will be Rib Eye Steak Sand-
wiches, potatoes, salads, cookies, and ice tea and wa-
ter.  Each meal will be $8.   

Enrollment  News  

Enrollment  

The school year is off and running. Things have started out relatively smooth. The new staff seem to be off to a good start. The high school roof project started out later than we thought, but itôs not causing a major disruption. 

Initially, I felt sure our numbers would be up considering some of the larger classes at the elementary. Unfortunately, that does not seem to be the case. Here is the comparison Iôve put together at this time: 

   2008-09 2009-10 2010-11                            Difference   

K     47     41      54       +13 

1     51     45      40         -5 

2     41     49      42         -7 

3     31     43      50        +7 

4     34     40      39         -1 

5     59     42      36         -6 

6     54     52      40       -12 

7     57     48      54        +6 

8     53     47      48        +1 

9     43     46      49        +3 

10     51     43      45        +2 

11     60     43      42         -1 

12     66     61      43       -18 

This puts us down 18 students at the moment. The official count date is October 1st. 
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Activity Calendar for October ð Hope to see you there!  

Varsity Football  

TC 38 Riv 0  

Gris 67 Riv 0 

Earlham 49    Riv 7 

GC 65 Riv 0 

 

Riverside Sports Scores (to keep you up to date!)  

JV Football  

Riv 7 CA 0 

Gris 44 Riv 6 

 

Middle School Football  

8th Grade  

Riv 12    Audubon   48 

Riv 22     AHST  24 

7th Grade  

Riv  14     Audubon   14 

RIv  0  AHST   26 
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Guten Tag (Good Day -German)  
As most of you may not know, Mrs. Thompson (previous 5th grade teacher) has left for Germany and currently lives there with her 
husband and kids.  Her husband was stationed there for his job.  Each month we will include a letter from her telling us about a 

different culture than what we are used to in our lives.  Here is her first letter: 

Guten Tag! 

I can hardly believe I am in Germany and am going to live here for the next two to three years.  We have been here almost a week and al-
ready we have experienced so many differences.  The biggest barrier we have is language.  You take for-granted being able to communicate 
with someone.  We went to a restaurant and the waiter did not speak English at all.  It took a little effort, but we figured each other out.  The 
amazing thing was he did not get angry or frustrated.  He was very friendly. 
The food is wonderful here. They eat a lot of meats, cheeses, breads, and my favorite gelato (which is Italian ice-cream)  The markets are a lot 
different than in the US.  There is not a Wal-mart or Target.  They have a lot of open markets and sell a lot of fresh cheese, meat, and home-
made bread.   
I am looking forward to traveling.  We hope to take a short trip this weekend as it is Labor Day Weekend.  I will write more about that in my 

next letter.  I miss my friends and family, but I am looking forward to an exciting adventure.  

 

     Mrs. Becky Thompson 

Ask the Counselor  

Have you ever felt like if you went to 
the counselor that you might be made 
fun of?  Maybe you felt singled out as 
that kid that òwent to the counselor?ó  
Now you can write into the school 
counselors.  Your name will never be 
published.  You might be surprised how 
many people need to talk over their 
problems.  Even though the counselors 
will only be able to answer a few of the 
letters, they will see you anytime in 
their offices.  It is always better to talk 
about it than hold it in forever.  Adults, 
feel free to write in, too!  Kids arenõt 
the only ones that have problems or 

need to talk about something! 

òNothing great was ever achieved 
without enthusiasm.ó ñRalph Waldo 

Emerson  

Quote of the Month  

Student Opinion Section  
The student opinion section is an article we put together to show what students 
think about our school.  On one side (left) will be things we enjoy about our 
Riverside School District.  On the other side (right) will be things that we wish 
upon our school that could improve in general.  Keep in mind, this list can come 
from all schools, all teachers, and all staff in general.  To start us off, here is a list 

of both!   

What we enjoy     Wish List  

More individual attention from teachers Laptops for students 

Certain lunches    Bigger portions at lunch 

Gracie the Counselor Dog   More Extra-Curricular clubs 

The learning experience  

Teachers 

Watching our sports teams 

Ala-Carte at lunch 

Freedoms such as iPods during Study Halls Teacher of the Year 

Once again, Great Western Bank is sponsored the 

Great Teacher of the Year. Our teachers nomi-

nated five teachers, and then we conducted a run-

off vote from those nominations. Mrs. Bertacini 

was selected as the 2010 Riverside Great Teacher. 

Once again, there were excellent nominations to 

choose from, and Riverside is well represented by 

Mrs. Bertacini.  

Possible Halloween 

Ideas 

Recently, weõve talked about 
some possible Halloween ideas 
for your kids to use this year.  
To the left, we have a student 
dressed as a fairy.  To the right, 
we have a student dressed like a 

cat.   


