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School and Community 

Riverside Middle School  

The end of the first quarter has come upon us in a hurry!  In the middle school, the football and volleyball 

seasons have ended, we have completed the first parent-teacher conferences, and we have brought back 

the tradition of Red Ribbon Week.  With the start of the second quarter we look to take the momentum 

that started the year and keep it moving forward toward the Winter Break. 

We have a great program in place at the Middle School called the Success Center where students can 

take time before, during, and after school to complete missing or late-work. They can also receive a little 

extra help in an area they may be struggling with.  Students can choose to attend the Success Center or 

can be assigned by teachers who see they are struggling or not completing in their academics.  With Suc-

cess Center there is only one goal: to help students who want help or need help, and to get them back to 

being a successful student.  We look forward to continuing this outstanding program! 

 

Riverside Elementary School  

Red Ribbon Week at the elementary school this year has taken time to talk to the students about what it 

means to be drug and alcohol free. Itõs also given choices that someone can do instead of doing drugs and 

alcohol.  Students came up with things like play sports, video games, read, draw, and many other great 

ideas to stay drug and alcohol free.  At the end week we celebrated with an all school get together where 

we sang some Halloween songs and talked about ways to òScare Away Drugsó.  Students wore their Hal-

loween costumes and we had a great time! 

As we move toward the end of the Second Quarter there are a lot of things happening in your childõs 

classroom.  Make sure to stay in contact with their teacher.  Mark your calendars for the Elementary 

Winter Concert currently scheduled for Monday, December 6 at the High School Gymnasium, starting at 

7:00 p.m.  Come and see all of the hard work the students have put in during music classes this year! 
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Riverside High School  

Things continue to go well at the high school and I am very happy with the students overall behavior.  I am 
fortunate to have great students to work with.  Discipline issues are down from last year and, for the most 
part, hallways and classrooms are running smooth.  I want to recognize the hard work all of the students 
have put in during this fall in all of the activities.  The fall seasons will be coming to a close soon.  Congratula-
tions to the Boys Cross Country Team who placed 1st at the WIC meet on Monday, October 11th. This is 

our first conference championship in any sport since 2005. 

As we approach the winter activity seasons and you have the opportunity to come into the high school, 

please stop and take notice at some of the improvements made.  We have dropped the ceiling in the main 

hallway to cover up wiring for our computer network cables and emergency alarms.  We took carpet off the 

walls in the commons and replaced it with drywall.  We painted the locker room hallway and put up fresh 

tiles in the ceiling.  Most of the roof over the newer part of the building was replaced and many classrooms 

have been painted.  We have plans to do some landscaping at the front entrance before the snow flies. 
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High School and Superintendent Updates  

The Riverside 2010 Annual Progress Report 

James Sutton, Ed.D. 

Every year schools across the state look at the goals they set from the previous year to see if they were met and set goals for the 

coming school year. Riverside did that in the spring of 2010, and weôd like to share that information with you. Our long range goals 

continue to be , ñAll K-12 students will achieve at high levels  in reading comprehension, mathematics, and science, prepared for 

success beyond high school.ò But we also set goals regarding progress for a single school year in several academic areas. The ele-

mentary wanted to see 5% of the incoming 4th graders who scored less than the 90th percentile on the ITBS reading comprehension 

section to improve their percentile ranking. They saw 39% of the students in this group improve. The elementary wanted to see 5% 

of that same student group improve their math percentile rankings, and they saw 28% improve. And the elementary wanted to see 

5% of the students scoring less than the 90th percentile in science improve, and they saw 50% of the students in this group improve.  

The middle school said they wanted to see growth from at least 5% of students in grades 4 through 7 that scored in the low per-

formance range in reading comprehension on the ITBS. They saw 40% of the students in this group improve. In math the middle 

school wanted to see growth in at least 5% of the same student group on the ITBS. They saw an improvement in 63.3% of the stu-

dents. Finally, in science they wanted to see at least 5% of the students that scored in the proficient range of the ITBS in science 

move to the highly proficient range of the ITBS. They saw 13.3% of the students do this.  

At the high school teachers simply said they wanted to see a decrease in the percentage of students that scored in the non-

proficient range on the ITBS in the areas of reading comprehension, math and science. They witnessed a slight decrease in the read-

ing area from 22.4% to 21.9%, a decrease in math from 17% students non-proficient to 15% non-proficient, and a decrease in sci-

ence from 17% of the students scoring in the non-proficient range to only 9% of the students scoring in the non-proficient range.  

The different buildings then turned their attentions to setting goals for the 2010-11 school year. The elementary set similar goals 

as last year, wanting at least 5% of the students that are currently scoring less than the 90th percentile in reading, math, or science to 

improve their percentile ranking. The middle school wants to see 5% of the 6th grade students that are not proficient in reading im-

prove their percentile ranking on the ITBS, 5% of the 7th grade students scoring in the mid-proficient range in math to improve their 

percentile ranking, and 5% of the 5th grade students scoring in the mid-proficient range in science to improve their percentile ranking 

on the ITBS. The high school said they would like to see a decrease in the percentage of students that are non-proficient in reading 

and math on the ITBS and an increase in the percentage of students that score in the highly proficient level in science on the ITBS. 

The last goal set by buildings deals with the buildingsô climates. The elementary wants to see a reduction in the number of refer-

rals that deal with aggressive behaviors. The middle wants to see an increase in awareness of bullying, its definition and what harass-

ment and bullying look like among students and staff. The high school wants a lower percentage of students with ten or more ab-

sences per semester for the 2010-11 school year.  

In other tests that were reviewed, the elementary does a Basic Reading Inventory on all of the students in the fall and the spring. 

Students are tested in the areas of reading comprehension, number of words per minute they can read, and their accuracy in what 

they read. The student abilities are categorized as being independent (the highest scores), instructional, or at the frustration level (the 

lowest scores). The chart on the top of the next page shows the results of those tests: 

Lastly, our students take a couple of other tests, and we compare the scores with the ITBS results. The eleventh grade students take something 
called the ICAM. In the area of reading, 40% of our students scored in the low range, 52.5% scored in the median range, and 7.5% scored in the high 

range. When we looked just at the female students, 25% of them scored in the low range, 65% scored in the median range, and 10% scored in the high 

range. With the male students, 57.9% scored in the low range, 36.8% scored in the median range, and 5.3% scored in the high range. Looking at the 
area of math on the ICAM, 29.3% of our eleventh grade students scored in the low range, 56.1% scored in the median range, and 14.6% scored in the 

high range. When we looked at the female students, 25% scored in the low range, 55% scored in the median range, and 20% scored in the high range. 

When we looked at the male students, 33.3% scored in the low range, 57.1% scored in the median range, and 9.5% scored in the high range.  

We give the Stanford Achievement test to our 7th and 10th graders and look at the results as a whole, dividing them into subgroups of male and 

female, and dividing them into subgroups of low and high household incomes. In the area of science, looking at our 7th graders, 23.4% scored above 

average, 61.7% scored in the average range, and 14.9% scored below average. When we just look at the male students, 11.5% scored above average, 

65.4% scored in the average range, and 23.1% scored below average. However, 31.3% of the female students scored above average, 62.5% scored as 

average, and 6.2% scored below average. When we look at students from low income homes, 17.6% scored above average, 58.8% scored in the aver-
age range, and 23.5% scored below average. Students from homes not categorized as low income had 20% scoring above average, 68% scoring aver-

age, and 12% scoring below average. Looking at our 10th graders, 33.3% scored above average, 59.5% scored in the average range, and 7.2% scored 

below average. When we just look at the male students, 10.5% scored above average, 84.2% scored in the average range, and 5.3% scored below aver-
age. However, 52.2% of the female students scored above average, 39.1% scored as average, and 8.7% scored below average. When we look at stu-

dents from low income homes, 26.7% scored above average, 53.3% scored in the average range, and 20% scored below average. Students from homes 

not categorized as low income had 37% scoring above average, 63% scoring average, and 0% scoring below average. 

The last bit of information I offer deals with the ACT test our juniors and seniors take. We divide it into those scoring 20 or higher and those 

scoring less than 20 because the analysts have reviewed data and concluded that the score of 20 or higher is a watermark for being successful in col-
lege. The second pie chart shows the percentage of our students who wish to go on to college or additional training and those that who do not.  (seen 

on the right page) 
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2nd Grade       

Reading Comprehension Independent Instructional Frustration 

Fall 2009 27.7% 55.3% 17.0% 

Spring 2010 26.1% 65.2% 8.7% 

Words per Minute Independent Instructional Frustration 

Fall 2009 70.2% 17.0% 12.8% 

Spring 2010 78.7% 12.8% 8.5% 

Accuracy Independent Instructional Frustration 

Fall 2009 36.2% 48.9% 14.9% 

Spring 2010 71.1% 28.9% 0% 

3rd Grade       

Reading Comprehension Independent Instructional Frustration 

Fall 2009 54.5% 43.2% 2.3% 

Spring 2010 86.5% 13.5% 0% 

Words per Minute Independent Instructional Frustration 

Fall 2009 70.0% 17.0% 13.0% 

Spring 2010 64.0% 21.0% 15.0% 

Accuracy Independent Instructional Frustration 

Fall 2009 17.0% 70.0% 13.0% 

Spring 2010 55.0% 42.0% 3.0% 

4th Grade       

Reading Comprehension Independent Instructional Frustration 

Fall 2009 54.1% 45.9% 0% 

Spring 2010 37.1% 54.3% 8.6% 

Words per Minute Independent Instructional Frustration 

Fall 2009 37.8% 45.9% 16.2% 

Spring 2010 11.4% 60.0% 28.6% 

Accuracy Independent Instructional Frustration 

Fall 2009 35.1% 62.2% 2.7% 

Spring 2010 60.0% 40.0% 0% 

As I write this article, we are preparing 

testing information that our teachers will 

review and discuss at our late start day on 

Thursday, October 21st, just one of the ways 
we utilize the late start days. It can be a 

tiresome task at times, but, nonetheless, 

important. We want good data and want the 
data to be what drives our directions and 

decisions regarding school improvement. 

We look forward to another quality year 

from that perspective.  

Riverside Moving Forward with Plans for New Building 

James A. Sutton, Ed.D. 

As I write this article, the paper is all but signed turning the nearly 70 acres south and east 
of the Fellowship of Faith Church over to the Riverside School District. The architectural firm, 

FEH, visited with the Riverside Board of Education on Monday, October 18th and reviewed 

tentative plans for the buildingôs construction and layout on the property. The current plan is to 
build a PreK-12 building. Other things the board is considering includes moving the athletic 

complex to the site and adding a track around the football field, moving the bus barn to the site 

and investigating geo-thermal as a heating/cooling approach. The current building includes 
three sections of kindergarten, first and second grade. It also includes a full gym and practice 

gym and an auditorium. As with all things, many decisions have yet to be made or finalized, 

and how much can be done with the money available and what has to wait, will be tough ques-
tions the board will need to wrestle with. More information will be provided in the future as 

well as opportunities for those wishing to become involved in the bond election process.  



Spiegelõs Third Grade Balances Money and  Mass 
On the left, students in Miss Spiegelõs class are practicing writing checks, filling out deposit slips, and depositing money each week in their class 
banks.  The girls named their bank òThe BFF Bankó and the boys named their bank òThe Great Western Gunners Bankó.  Each week, students 
take turns being the bank teller and calling their customers up to the bank to deposit their money.  Students can earn Cowboy Cash for being on 

task, following directions, making good choices, and earning a compliment from another teacher.   

On the right, students are learning to use balances to measure the mass of various objects in their Science class. 

My Kind of Hero  
By Deb Forristall 

The Scholastic Book Fair theme this year was òSuperheroesó, and the 
Riverside Middle School Library Staff held an essay contest in conjunc-
tion with the fair.  We asked students to write an essay telling us 
about the heroes in their lives.  We found out that many parents, 
grandparents, fire-fighters, and even a few pets are heroes to our 
youth.  The students did an excellent job and put a lot of work into 
their stories.  Some of the stories made us laugh, a few brought tears 
to our eyes, and all of them made us proud of the participants!  The 
top winners received silver photo-frames with the engraving, òMy Kind 
of Heroó.  Winners of the frames were Otis Matejka (grandma was his 
hero) and Hadley Caniglia (mother was a cancer survivor).  Runners-
up won a poster.  They were:  Brent Pendgraft (sister), Mariah Bailey 
(Jesus), Cheyenne Bailey (brother), Kennedy Lucas (Wilma Rudolph), 
Jace Dreyer (dad), Lucas Wilber (great-grandpa), Taylor Sipherd (dog), 
Austin Hodges (dad), Darek Charlet (firefighter), Morgan Golden 

(cousin), and Isaiah Boot (great-grandpa).   

Everyone that wrote an essay received a prize, and a special congratu-

lations to everyone on a job well-done! 

Oakland Swimming Pool News  

The Oakland Swimming Pool is still raising money to complete the bath 
house project.  Their next fund-raiser will be a Christmas soup supper and 
bake sale on Sunday, December 5th at 5:00 pm.  The pool has received 

notice that it will receive a grant from the Iowa West Foundation; however, 
in order to match funds for the grant and complete the project, another 
$50,000 is needed.  The committee would like to thank all who have sup-

ported this project.  Donations can be sent to:  

Oakland Aquatic Center PO Box 516  Oakland, IA   51560 

Come kick off the Christmas season Sunday evening, December 5th at the 

Oakland Community Building.  The event, hosted by the Oakland Chamber 
of Commerce, is a great way to get into the Holiday spirit.  Santa will be 

there with treats for the kids and is expected to make quite an entrance!  A 

free-will offering soup supper (and hot dogs for the kids) will be served by 
the Pool Fund-Raising Committee and a wide array of baked goods will be 
available for purchase.  All proceeds will go toward the upcoming bath house 
project at the Oakland Swimming Pool.  Dinner starts at 5:00 pm, Santa will 

arrive at 5:30, and the tree lighting will be held near downtown at 7:00.  
Please come for a great meal and community fellowship, and help support 

your local pool! 

ATTEND WORKSHOP  

On Wednesday September 29, Vicki Palmer, Linda Wax and Jana Hensley 
attended a workshop on Role Modeling for Healthy Kids in Denison.  This 
workshop training was sponsored by the Wellmark Foundation Grant, Build-
ing On the Healthy Kids Act.  The workshop training gave them many ideas 
on how to create a healthier school environment, staff wellness programs and 
the sharing of ideas of what others schools are doing to encourage their stu-

dents and staff to be healthier. 

On Tuesday October 5 Mrs. Graves took a team of students to the Super 
Power Summit in Denison.  This event brought together middle school stu-
dents and adult advisors for a day full of fun activities and promoting nutri-
tious eating and physical activity.   The keynote speaker was Katie Staley from 
the Iowa Association of Student Councils President.   Those attending were 
Kyra Martens, Taylor Frain, Paige Kallsen and Grace Gleaves.  They came back 
excited and ready to implement activities to help our student body become 

healthier nutritionally and physically. 

Now that these  individuals have attended these workshops we will  (in the 

near future) be organizing events to promote healthier kids in our school 

district. 

Yearbooks Have Arrived!  

2010 yearbooks have arrived.  They may be picked up at the high 

school.  There are a few extras that can be purchased.  Cost is 

$45.  Contact Mrs. Stempel at the high school. 
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8th Graders Attend Botna Bend Park  

The eighth graders took a trip to Botna Bend for Science 
class to learn about how professionals perform tests on the 
water in the river.  They were all able to test for things such 
as the creatures living there, the pH levels, water speed, and 
depth.  The 8th grade was very thankful for the professionals 
that do this for a living to take time out of their schedules in 
order to help the kids learn about the tests they run on a 

regular basis.   

RCC Gets A Wii  

Thanks to a donation made by Cindy Haines, the RCC 
has received a Wii for their entertainment.  RCC 
would like to thank Cindy Haines for the much appre-
ciated donation.  The donation also included several 
games!  The children get a tremendous amount of fun 
and exercise from playing the games, and even the 

adults chime in, too!  Thank you Mrs. Haines! 

New Student Council (High School and Middle School)  
12th Grade:  Laura Novotny (student council president and senior ambassador), Lacie Ford (student council vice-president), Kirsten 
Nelson (Senior ambassador and class president), Krysta Hughes (student council secretary), Amanda Kahl (student council co-historian), 

Kasey Shriver 

11th Grade:  Anna Hildebrand (student council junior ambassador), Jacie Feigenbutz (junior class president), Shayley Smith, Jenny Taylor 

(student council co-historian) 

10th Grade:  Clay Harris (Sophomore class president), Rick Williams, Rachel Faga, Katherine Bertacini, Dani Turner 

9th Grade:  Garrett Graves (Freshman class president), Payton Housman, Rachel Novotny, Michael Bertacini, Bailey McCready 

8th Grade: Sheyenne Smith, Kyra Martens, Paige Kallsen, Taylor Frain, Tucker Bluml, Liz Reynolds 

7th Grade: Grace Gleaves, Maggie Buckingham, Sara Wede, Hayley Haines, Lindsey White 

6th Grade: Keaton Wichman, Brent Pendgraft 

5th Grade:  Jacey Kallsen, Ethan Henderson 

 

Student Council Activities:  

Freshman orientation, Homecoming decorations in RHS hallways, Homecoming coronation, Homecoming parade, Homecoming dance, 
School lunch program meeting, Special Olympics bowling and track/field, meeting with Dr. Sutton about painting the gym and school 
calendar, state student council conference in Ames, Iowa, Shoebox Angels (Christmas), staff breakfast (Christmas), Teacher Christmas 

gifts, Leadership conference, Can Corral, Red Ribbon week, luminaries, dances at the Middle School  

Villisca Axe Murder Unit  
The 8th graders at Riverside Middle School re-
cently studied about a historical happening in 
Villisca, Iowa.  The axe murder was a question-
able piece to Iowaõs history in 1912.  The kids 
found a lot of information and were then as-
signed to hold a court case in groups to try and 
convict a murderer.  It was a challenge, as the 
real murderer was never caught.  There were a 
lot of possibilities to choose from, but the 
groups all had their own motives that they felt 
the killer had used.  This was done in Mr. Shelan-

QSP Fundraiser  
The middle school kids (grades 5-8) were doing the QSP Fundraiser for the first time.  In the fundraiser, the 

kids had postcard booklets and many other forms of communication to send out in order to get prizes.   

For this fundraiser, the students were selling magazines.  For every magazine subscription sold, they received 

a ticket to purchase items from the fundraiser store.   

They were also able to sell the magazines over the internet.  This was a big help to those who had family 

members who lived outside of the surrounding areas.   

According to most of the kids, it was one of the best fundraisers to hold because they didnõt have to pick up 
the products.  They were just shipped to the houses automatically!  Thank you to those who participated, and 

thank you to those who gave money towards our cause! 

School Supplies Donated to Riverside Elementary  
The Carson Twentieth Century Club has collected school supplies from its members and 
they are delivering them to the elementary school for teachers who have students who 
need supplies.  This gift was worth  approximately $100.  It was given at the fall kickoff 
meeting at the home of Joy Young in Oakland.  This club has been in existence since 1905 
and joined the General Federation of Womenõs Clubs (GFWC)  in 1906.  GFWC is the 
worldõs largest volunteer service organization for women and it has been organized since 

1898. 

Musical Reminder  

The musical, òYouõre A Good Man, Charlie 
Brownó will be performed this coming Novem-
ber.  The dates will be November 20th and 21st, 
and thatõs the Saturday and Sunday before 

Thanksgiving!  The show starts at 7! 

A Few Quick Remindersé 

November 4thð Juniors begin selling òPastry Puffinsó 

November 6thð After Prom Fundraiser òTheme Brunchó at 10 a.m. at the Oakland Community Building 

November 14thð Riverside Fall Sports Banquet at the Oakland Community Building.  Food provided by 

the After Prom Committee, $8 a plate (Rib Eye sandwich, cheesy potatoes, salad, cookies, coffee and tea.   
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November BreakfastOctober 2010 

November  LunchOctober 2010 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 1  Chicken nug-

gets  

        Green Beans  

         Fruit  

 

Cooks choice  

2  Chili MS/HS  

Chic.Ndle soup Elem  

        Fruit  

       Fresh veggies  

       Dinner roll  

3  Hot Dog Bar  

        Fresh Veggies  

        Fruit  

 

Ch ð Potato Bar  

4  Hot Pocket  

        Calf. Blend  

        Fruit  

        Cookie  

Cooks choice  

5  Hamburger  

        Potato rounds  

        Fruit  

         

Cooks choice  

6  

7  8  Walking taco  

        Lettuce  

        Fruit  

 

Ch ð Pizzaburger  

9  Chicken Strips  

        Cauliflower  

         Fruit Crisp  

 

Ch ð Taco bake  

10  Pork Gravy  

       Mashed potatoes  

       Fruit  

       Dinner roll  

11  Turkey Melts  

        Green Beans  

         Fruit  

 

Ch ð French dip  

12  Pizza  

        Lettuce  

        Fruit  

 

Cooks choice  

13  

14  15 Beef & Mac  

        Casserole  

      Lettuce  

      Fruit  

      Garlic Bread  

16  Wiener Wraps  

  Elem. Hot Dogs  

        Baked Beans  

        Fruit  

Ch ð Chicken Wrap  

17  Popcorn Fish  

        Corn  

        Fruit  

Choice ð Tator Tot  

             Casserole  

18  Ham Slice  

        Mashed Potatoes  

        Fruit  

Bread& Butter Sand  

19  Chicken Sand  

        French Fries  

        Fruit  

        Cookie  

Cooks choice  

20  

21  22  Corn Dog  

          On Stick  

        Carrots  

         Fruit  

Cooks Choice  

23  Turkey Gravy  

        Mashed Potatoes  

        Fruit -Dinner roll  

        Cranberry Sauce  

        Pumpkin dessert  

24  Pizza  

        Peas  

        Fruit  

        Cookie  

25  

            NO  

      SCHOOL  

Happy Thanksgiving  

26  

            NO  

      SCHOOL  

27  

28  29  

          NO  

     SCHOOL  

30  Soup  

         &  

        Sandwich  

        Fresh veggies  

Fruit ð Crackers  

    

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 1  Egg Patty  

        Toast  

        Fruit  

        Milk  

Choice ð Cereal  

2  Cereal  

        Muffin  

        Juice  

        Milk  

3  Breakfast 

Bites  

        Juice  

        Milk  

 

Choice ð Cereal  

4  

           NO  

 BREAKFAST  

 

Late Start  

5  Long John  

        Juice  

        Milk  

 

Choice -Cereal  

6  

7  8  Breakfast 

Pizza  

        Fruit  

        Milk  

 

Choice -Cereal  

9  Egg & Cheese  

    On English Muffin  

     Juice  

     Milk  

Choice ð Cereal  

10  Cereal  

        Toast  

         Juice  

         Milk  

11  Cinnamon 

twist  

        Juice  

        Milk  

 

Choice -Cereal  

12  French Toast  

        Fruit  

        Milk  

 

Choice -Cereal  

13  

14  15  Grilled Cheese  

        Fruit  

        Milk  

 

Choice ð Cereal  

16  Tac -N -Go  

        Juice  

        Milk  

 

Choice -Cereal  

17  Pancakes  

        Juice  

        Milk  

 

Choice ð Cereal  

18  Cereal  

      1/2 Bagel  

      Juice  

      Milk  

 

19  Donut  

        Juice  

        Milk  

 

Choice ð Cereal  

20  

21  22  Cereal  

        Muffin  

        Fruit  

        Milk  

23  Breakfast 

Bites  

        Juice  

        Milk  

 

Choice ð Cereal  

24  Fruit Turn-

over  

        Juice  

        Milk  

 

Choice ð Cereal  

25  

            NO  

      SCHOOL  

 

Happy Thanksgiv-

ing  

26  

            NO  

      SCHOOL  

27  

28  29  

              NO  

       SCHOOL  

30  Breakfast 

Pizza  

        Fruit  

        Milk  

 

Choice ð Cereal  
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Two Former Graduates 
Enter Collegeõs Hall of 

Fame 
Mitch Anderson, a graduate from Oakland 
High School, was recently inducted into the 
Simpson College Hall of Fame.  Darrell Frain, 
a graduate from Carson-Macedonia High 
School, was recently inducted into the Grace-
land College Hall of Fame.  He played football 
at Graceland.  Congratulations to both indi-
viduals for their success in the past that is 

Special Olympics Athletes Compete At Area Bowling  

On Wednesday October 6 Riversideôs Special Olympic team travelled to Thunderbowl in 

Council Bluffs to compete in their area bowling competition.  The athletes competing were 

Garrison Dreyer, Baylor Swenson, Andrew Stump, Carlie Ross and Chloe Hays.  We had a 

very successful day with Garrison, Baylor, Andrew and Chloe all getting a first place rib-

bon and Carlie received a second place ribbon.  The athletes with first place ribbons will 

travel to Des Moines on Saturday November 20 for the State competition.  Good Luck at 

State everyone!!!   Coaches for the Special Olympic team are Linda Wax, Jenny Hutchin-

son, and volunteer Randi Henderson. 

Left to right:  Garrison, Carlie, Andrew, Baylor, and Chloe 

Below:  Newest  member of the Riverside Special Olympics team is Chloe Hays.  She lives 

in Glenwood and goes to school at Sidney Elementary.  Welcome to our team Chloe! 

Riversideõs Boysõ Cross-Country 

Wins WIC!  

 For the first time in this schoolõs history, the Riv-
erside Boysõ Cross-Country won the WIC title!  
With a much better turn-out of numbers on the 
boysõ side this year, they were able to capture 
enough points at the conference meet to win.  The 
team had several placers at the meet.  The follow-
ing placers were John Gunderson (3rd Place), Cade 
Cleaveland (4th Place), Ean Patrick (5th Place), 
Dallas Dietz (16th Place), and Brandon Sipherd 
(32nd Place).  John, Cade, and Ean all ran their 
personal best times.  As a team, they scored a total 

of 52 points.   

The Riverside girls had many injuries to combat 
and only were able to have two runners run that 
day.  According to the rules, you need at least five 
runners to be able to place.  However, one of the 
girls that ran, Alexa Wilber, ran her personal best 

time of the season.   

Pictured below are the boys with their trophy. 

Upcoming Winter Sports  
The longest season of the year is coming up!  Make sure to get to 
some more games this coming winter as the sports starting are:  

Girlsõ and Boysõ Basketball, Wrestling, and Dance Team.   

Google images 
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High School Volleyball  
The high school volleyball team has had their ups and downs this year, but they have learned a great deal about teamwork and volleyball.  
There are definitely improvements being made, and it showed when Riverside won their first district game.  They will advance to play Adair-

Casey on Tuesday, October 26th.  Again, this will have come out after, but we hope that Riverside prevails to victory!  Good luck ladies! 

Pictured here are Shayley Smith and Jocelyn Joy Pictured here are Brea Fender, Anna Hildebrand, and Rachel Faga 

Things have quickly turned around for the high 
school football team.  With two key wins in a 
row against AHST and Corning, Riverside has 
had a great boost of confidence.  The last game 
of the season started off with two quick scores 
by West Harrison, but Riverside stormed back 
and took control of the game.  After Riverside 
gathered the lead, there was no looking back!  
Riverside advances to the state playoffs where 
they will face Guthrie Center.  The game will be 
played at Guthrie Center.  That game will have 
been scheduled for October 27th, and this paper 
will come out after, but we hope nothing but the 
best results for our first round playoff game.  

Good luck DAWGS! 

Riverside Boys Advance to State  

The Riverside Boysõ Cross-Country team advanced to state with three top-ten finishers.  Leading the pack 
was John Gunderson (3rd), followed by Ean Patrick (5th), and Cade Cleaveland (7th).  With those points, as 
well as others received by the team, Riverside advanced to the state tournament both as a team, and as three 
individuals gunning for medals.  One thing is for sure, the boys have worked hard this year to get where they 
are, and we donõt see that changing during the state run.  Good luck to our Riverside Boysõ Cross-Country 

team as they look to bring home a banner that doesnõt just say òState Qualifier.ó  
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FALL FITNESS DAY  

On Wednesday October 6 Riversideôs elementary and middle schools participated in the Live Healthy Iowa Kidsô Fall Fitness 
Day 2010. 

This is a one-day event to get students active and educate them on the importance of physical activity.  We were to plan a 30 
minute physical activity event for our students to participate in.  

At the elementary each teacher/grade planned their own activity for the 30 minute time slot.  The following are what some 
of the teachers/classes/grades did for their 30 minutes:                                           

RCC ï explored with balls, throwing, catching, kicking, running, passing etc.  

PREK ï nature walk, exercise dice, exercise to music 

K Smith ï Relay races, exercises to math 

K Elliott ï Hokey Pokey, Duck, Duck, Goose, walked around the building 

K Bertacini ï nature walk 

1st grade ï nature hike 

2nd grade ï catching activity with sheets and balls 

3rd grade ï stations basketball, jumping rope, soccer dribbling, dancing and moving to music  

4th grade ï nature walk. 

At the middle school they did:  

5th grade ï went to the Carson park and did a nature hike 

6th grade ï played a continuous tag game 

7th grade ï did an obstacle course and ran around the football field 

8th grade ï did relay races 

This was a very successful event.  Our students and staff really enjoyed this activity.  In fact they want to plan to do this at 
least once a month.  We had a total of 415 students participate elementary and middle school and staff.   We had to report 
how successful our event was to the Iowa Sports Foundation.  That will make us eligible to win some cash prizes.  We are 
keeping our fingers crossed.  Coordinators  for the event were Linda Wax , Brent Ehlers and Liz Graves.  Thanks again for 
making this event such a huge success! 

Preschoolers participating in exercise dice. 

Riverside Youth Sports (RYS) Has Success  

As many of you know, Riversideõs Youth Sports stay pretty involved over the course of a school year.  Both the kids and the coaches 
maintain the physical activity in order to keep them active throughout all seasons.  While not every sport has a youth program, the ones 
that have recently taken place are football and soccer.  When we talked to the coaches of the various grade-levels and activities, the 
coaches were very happy with their turn-out and also with the school spirit that follows.  The coaches also feel that it takes a lot of heart 
to overcome our smaller teams that we field.  Overall, the coaches seemed very proud of the kids and their accomplishments this year 

thus far, and they are really happy to see the kids come together so well and work together.   

They hope to see more kids participate next year as they could always use more people to field teams.    
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Activity Calendar for November ð Hope to see you there!  

Varsity Football  

Bedford 53  Riv   0 

Riv  24    AHST  21  

Riv.  28   Corning  14 

EHK-Exira  20   Riv  14 

Riv 48   West Harrison 26 

Riverside Sports Scores (since last Newsletter)  

(Apologies go to Volleyball, as their scores were not put in last 

monthõs newsletter) 

Middle School Football  

Treynor 42   Riv   0  (teams were 

               combined) 

Griswold 46       Riv 12 (8th Grade) 

Griswold  36      Riv  6 (7th Grade) 

Underwood 60   Riv.  0  (7thGrade) 

Riv.  28   Underwood  0  (8th 

Grade) 

Varsity Volleyball  

Riv  0    Tarkio, Mo  2 

Riv  1   Underwood  3 

Riv  0    Audubon  3 

Riv 2   West Central Valley  1 

Riv  0    Tri-Center  2 

Riv  0      Adair-Casey  2 

Riv  1    Griswold   3 

Riv 3     EHK-Exira  2 
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Ode To Orange Carpet  
As many of you know, our school used to be all orange inside.  
The carpet was one of the main pieces.  Now that we have gotten 
rid of all of the orange carpet (just about), we would like to re-

member it by saying a short poem: 

Orange is old and blue is new, 

Orange carpet we will miss you. 

Our school colors are blue and gold, 

Our orange carpet was getting old. 

GOODBYE! 

Guten Tag:  A Letter From Germany  
Hi all!  Germany is so much different than the United States. 

Living here makes me so glad that I am an American.   
We moved into our house on the first of October.  We have a 
good sized home, but there are a lot of differences.  The appli-
ances are all 220V so we have to have converters.  Also, I have 

to use my math when I am cooking to change to Celsius because 
everything I used in America is in Fahrenheit. They also use the 
metric system, so Iõm glad that I told all of my 5th Grade stu-

dents that they will always need their math skills. 
We have visited several great places since we have been here.  
We visited the tallest waterfall in Germany and a very historic 

city called Rothenburg.  I am enjoying all of my travels, but I miss 

everyone a lot.  Until next time! 

  Sincerely, 

  Mrs. Thompson (former 5th Grade Teacher) 

Quote of the Month  
òSuccess does not consist in never making blunders, but in 

never making the same one a second time.óñJosh Billings 

Build A Better Community -FIGHT HUNGER!  

From November 3rd through the 12th, the Riverside Com-
munity School District has volunteered to help the food 
bank this year.  The items that are needed are tissue paper, 
toilet paper, paper towels, boxed meals (mac/cheese, ham-
burger helper, cereal), condiments (salt, pepper, flour, sugar, 
ketchup, mustard), soaps (laundry soap, detergent, or body 
soap), or even a cash donation.  Checks can be made out to 
the Riverside Food Pantry and can be mailed to any of the 
district school buildings.  If items need to be picked up, 
please call the high school at 482-6464, the elementary at 
482-6296, or the middle school at 484-2212.  Drop-off sites 
are at the three community banks.  Riverside students will 
be calling you in a few weeks to ask for your help.  Please 
consider giving back to our community and supporting the 

school in their food drive! 

HUNGER FACTS 

-17 million American Families have difficulty putting 

enough food on the table. 

-Increasing numbers of young American children are show-

ing signs of malnourishment. 

-More than 15 million families pass through our local food 

banks each month and that number is increasing. 

 

Riversideõs 2nd Annual Arts and 

Crafts Fair  
When:  Saturday, November 6th, 2010 

What time:  9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Where:  High School Gymnasium 

Details:  Free entry, lunch for sale 

 If you want to sell, $20 a space! 

 Contact Hannah Haarhues-Casey with questions 

  712-482-6464 or hcasey@riverside.k12.ia.us 

Riverside Elementary Book Fair  

 

 A huge thank you goes out to all who supported 
the Book Fair in September.  During parent - teacher con-
ferences, over $3200 worth of books were sold just in our 

Elementary building.  This translated to $1600 in Scholas-
tic products for our library and classroom teachers.  Thir-
teen classrooms reaped $332 in new fiction and nonfic-
tion books.  The library kept an additional $900+ in new 
books.  The extra credit will be carried over to use 
throughout the year when a new book comes out ( Diary 

of a Wimpy Kid  in November!) or when a replacement is 
needed.  So thank you again, your help was appreciated!  
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Black and White Teez 

¶ Custom Apparel  

¶ Ad Specialty Items 

712-310-3877 or  

contactus@blackandwhiteteez.com  

Monthly Sudoku  

Chautauqua Park  
The Chautauqua Park varies in use.  Itõs 
used for different sporting events, picnics, 
and gatherings.  It also has a great play-

ground for kids.   

Louvre (Paris)  
The Louvre is a big, artistic museum that 
has a lot of famous paintings.  It is in 

Paris, France, and you should go see it! 

Picture taken from Google Images 

Top 10 Things to 

Be Thankful Foré 

1. Family 

2. Friends 

3. Food 

4. Shelter 

5. Pets 

6. Clean Air 

7. Clothing 

8. Freedom 

9. Health 

10. School 

Video Games with Tucker 

and Zane 
Call of Duty Black Ops (developed by Treyarch 
and published by Activision) will be released on 
November 9th, 2010.  Anyone who has played 
any other Call of Duty game before knows that 
any of the games will not disappoint.  The previ-
ous game broke international sale records when 
it brought Activision and itõs inventors $1 Billion  
in sales.  In order for this new game to compete 
with itõs past, it will have to set the bar even 
higher with online play and multiplayer modes.  
If you are interested in high action hours of fun 
and playtime, we could recommend getting Call 
of Duty Black Ops.  This game is rated M for 
Mature.  This game is available on most gaming 

systems.    

Meet the 2010-2011 Kindergarten class.  This is one of the 
largest classes at Riverside this year!! 

Riverside High School Veteranõs 

Program  

Riverside High School will hold its Veterans Day program 

on Thursday, November 11, 2010 at 3 pm in the Richard 

Harris Gymnasium.  The 21st Century English class is in 

charge of the program.  They want to extend an invitation 

to all service personnel to attend.  In addition, they are 

seeking the names of any military personnel who are cur-

rently serving (National Guard, Reserves, or regular mili-

tary service) or who are about to deploy.  If you have any 

information, please contact Mary Stempel at Riverside 

High School at 712-482-6464. 

Thank -You! 

The 2011 yearbook staff wishes 

to thank the generous members 

of the Riverside communities as 

well as those members of sur-

rounding communities who pur-

chased advertisements for the 

2011 yearbook.   We are con-

tinuing to contact businesses.  If 

we missed you and you wish to 

buy an advertisement, you may 

contact Mary Stempel  at River-

side High School. 


